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President’s Message
by Rooney Dumler
This article is my “swan song”, the final
contribution to our newsle�er as club
president. I have served as the membership
chair, the program director, and the
president but would now like to shift my
responsibilities and allow others take the
helm. I remain commi�ed to making this a
great photography club that has a lot to offer
to all its members and to that end, I will
continue to contribute as needed.

Front library, June 27th – July 31st, offer
opportunities to connect our club to the
community. I would also love to see more
active participation with the Nanaimo Arts
Council as it ,too, offers opportunities for
HCPC members to exhibit their work.
Requests to learn how to critique will be
addressed in the coming year. Of course,
critiquing one’s own work for improvement
may lead quite nicely, for some, into
evaluation and judging and the return of

Our most recent survey supported the
changes that we have made over recent years
and as well, gives further direction to the
board. Despite its many downsides, the
pandemic forced us to change how the Club
does business. Zoom has become an integral
part. It has connected the club to a wealth of
presenters and information. As well, it also
gave us a new and inspired way to offer
SIG’s which have flourished in the past two
years. Members have multiple ways of
sharing and staying informed: the website,
email, and Facebook posts. They can, once
again, enjoy a variety of scheduled outings
and more social events.
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The club has made some headway towards
giving our photography an audience and
connection with the community. The return
of the Photo Salon, June 17th – 26th, represents
a desire to showcase the art of photography
and island photographers. “A-Day-In-TheLife-Of”, a collaboration with our local paper
last fall, and an exhibition in the Harbour
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Meet a New Member

some club-based competitions. The club and
its members would benefit from developing
a cohort of judges that could provide
informed and constructive feedback.

Meet Nick Zolty! When asked why he
became a photographer Nick’s reply was “I
photograph
because I am a
lousy draftsman.
The visual arts
fascinate me while
gear talk bores me
silly.” Some of you
may remember
Nick from a few
years back when he
gave a presentation
on portraiture and I
am sure we can
look forward to learning more from him.

In closing, I ponder the importance of
“service” and “participation”. The first
presumes a set of skills and time to take on a
leadership role for the benefit of others.
There are those among us who willingly take
up that challenge and give time and effort
for the benefits of an organization.
However, and equally important, is the role
of participants. We need our people! Please
remember the same amount of time is spent
organizing for five or fifteen members as it is
for fifty.
Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot,
nothing is going to get be�er. It’s not.
Dr. Seuss

Congratulations
Congratulations to Lynda Stevens
Lynda Stevens has been awarded second
place in the Audio Visual Presentation CAPA
competition for her slideshow Summer
Treasures. You can view Lynda’s slideshow
on our YouTube Channel.

Withered Beauty by Sue Nurmi

Your HCPC in Focus newsletter team:
Don Clark
Steve Corscadden
Rooney Dumler
Trish Hanna
Linda McBride
Sue Nurmi
Kate Rutherford

Congratulation to Sue Nurmi
Sue has just be advised that her picture
Withered Beauty has been selected to be
included with the CAPA submissions to the
Four Nations Competition. The Four Nations
Competitions is a competition between the
Photographic Associations from Australia,
New Zealand, South Africa and Canada and
consists of images that have been submi�ed
to these associations within the past year.

Are you interested in joining the HCPC
newsletter team? If you are interested in
getting involved or have suggestions for
articles you would like to see, please contact
newsletter@hcpclub.ca.
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Kudos to Our Sponsors
and Supporters

We hope members and Salon entrants will
choose to patronize the businesses that
support our endeavours.

by David Brusegard
For the first time in several years the
Harbour City Photography Club is holding
Photo Salon at the Vancouver Island
University View gallery from June 17-26.
Members of the club and other
photographers across the Island whose
images were selected to be displayed will
need to have images printed, and in some
cases, professionally framed. Accordingly,
HCPC reached out to local and online
businesses to create a “win-win” situation
for the club and the merchants. Supportive
merchants provided the club with vouchers,
gift certificates or cards as prizes that HCPC
bestows on the various award winners of
Photo Salon. The businesses, in return, trust
that entrants to the Salon may make use of
their services and products. This year the
businesses that have stepped forward to
support HCPC are:

Year in Review
Well, we managed to have a few in-person
meetings in our new location at the Beban
Park Recreation Centre and I for one am
looking forward to many more in the
upcoming season.
The plan was for the club to have one
meeting via Zoom and one in-person
meeting for most months. The Zoom
meeting would have a presenter and the inperson meeting would be centred on
education and hands-on practice. We
started with all guns blazing in September
and managed to have two successful
meetings about Long Exposure and Light
Painting where people got a chance to learn
some techniques and then go outside and
practice them. As with so much over the
past couple of years we hit the pandemic
roadblock and had to convert back to Zoom
meetings as things were shut down but we
started up again in March with our annual
Scavenger Hunt and finished off the season
in May talking about evaluating
photographs.

Printers and Framers:
Island Exposures - Parksville
Canvas Plus - Ladysmith
Studio 1867 - Duncan
Yellowbird Arts - Nanaimo
Bayview Framing and Art Ladysmith
Other Businesses:
The Empress Hotel - Victoria
Kerrisdale Camera - Victoria
Butchart Gardens - Victoria
Camera Canada - London, Ontario
(Note: Camera Canada
provides a 5% discount and
free shipping for all in stock
online products year-round).

Along with the meetings we managed to
squeeze in two print displays and to test
run our new display system which was a
great success.
We are in the process of planning for the
upcoming season which will follow the
same format of the second monthly meeting
being an in-person education meeting. The
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Zoom Meeting Recordings

topics to be covered in the education
meetings are still under discussion but we
are taking the recommendations from our
members survey into consideration and will
try to cover as many of these topics as we
can.

Most of our Zoom club meetings
are recorded so if you missed a
meeting or just want to review
one of the past meetings email
sue_nurmi@me.com with the
meeting date or topic and she
can send it to you. Sue currently has
everything from November 2021 - June 2022
in the archive.

Although there will be a few occasions
where we will have to meet via Zoom, I am
confident that next season we will have more
opportunities to meet, learn and practice
different aspects of photography throughout
the year.
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The Harbour City Photograhy Club Year-End Awards
by Ricarda Brusegard
Hooray! We are finally able to again meet in
person and celebrate our photographic year
at our club year end celebration on June 21st
where we’ll enjoy a Potluck meal and catch
up with one another. Not only that, but we
will also be able to view the entries to the
Year End Awards and vote in person for the
ones we feel merit our approbation. Here are
the categories to refresh your memory, and
to inspire you, last year’s winners:

The Nigel Fletcher Award for Humour in
Photography

The Roy Quesnel Award for a Black &
White Portrait
Nigel was a founding member of HCPC
whose specialty was B&W portraits in nonstudio se�ings.

Nigel was a long-term member, executive
and chair of the club whose wonderful sense
of humour was represented in much of his
photography.

Here is last year’s winning image by Dave
Tyler, “Before the Wedding”.

This is Maggie Tilley’s winning image from
2021, “Hatched”.

Submit images by June 15th to
digital@hcpclub.ca ; I will reply with an
email confirmation. They can also be
submi�ed via WeTransfer to
ricarda@brusegard.com . WeTransfer will
send you an auto-generated email when they
are downloaded.

The Jan Blackbourn Award for an Abstract
image
Jan was another hard-working founding
member of the club known for her colourful
abstracts.

The particulars as regards sizing, naming,
etc. can be found on our club website. Please
contact me if you have questions.

Here is Geri Reamer’s winning image from
last year, “High Voltage”.
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Tips for Making an Effective Audio-Visual Slideshow
by Lynda Stevens
As photographers we spend a lot of time
taking photos. We then we put them in
folders on our computers and forget about
them until there is a reason to find a
particular image. Recently, I started making
slide shows as a way to re-visit my images
and share them with my friends. They have
offered me a creative way to use my images
and I now find myself thinking about slide
show potential whenever I am out with my
camera.

There are many software programs
available with a variety of features for slide
show production using both still images
and videos. In this article I would like to
offer some general tips for slide show
production using still images that can be
applied to any program that you use.

Slide shows can tell a story of a recent
vacation, an outing with friends, or a
birthday or other celebration. They may
highlight a passion expressed in your
photography such as environmental
conservation, social justice or animal
protection. Personally, I have an interest in
pollinators and other insects which,

Dragonfly Blue Dasher

1)
Choose a theme that runs
throughout the show so that your viewer
follows the message that you are trying to
convey. A slide show may be a collection of
your favourite images around a certain
theme or the show may be designed to tell a
specific story. Choosing an appropriate title
for the show is also an important starting
point for any show.
2)
Use only high-quality images. Check
your images for sharpness, noise issues and
other distractions and make adjustments if
necessary. When cropping your images, I
suggest that the best aspect ratio to use is
16:9 (widescreen) since most programs will
publish the finished show in HD 1920 X
1080 format. A widescreen image will fill
the screen and show the image to its best. If
this aspect ratio doesn’t work for a
particular image, you can still use a portrait
or square format but your image will not
fill the screen. You will then have to decide

Cabbage white bu�erfly

unfortunately, are declining worldwide. I
enjoy macro photography of insects as a
way to highlight a world that goes
unnoticed by most people and to bring
a�ention to their plight. One of my recent
slide shows, a collection of my insect macro
images titled “Summer Treasures”, won the
club Silver medal at the CAPA Spring 2022
Audio-Visual Competition.
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what to do with the black spaces that will fill
the screen on each side of your image. Some
programs will allow you to add a
complementary colour or texture to these
black areas and this will enhance the image.

6)
Music is an important consideration
when planning your slide show. A poor
music selection can ruin a potentially
excellent show. Think of what feeling or
mood you want your presentation to express
and choose music that reflects that feeling.
Sometimes it is possible to match your
transition effects to the beat of the music. If
this is not possible throughout the whole
show then it could still be used at
appropriate places to emphasize a particular
image or images. Be aware that with any
music choice there may be copyright issues.
If used in the context of a slide show shown
at a club meeting this may not be a problem.
However, posting the show on social media
such as Facebook or YouTube may causes
problems.

3)
Decide on how long you want each
image to be displayed. The best time is
between 5 and 10 seconds per image. Images
that are displayed too long may bore your
audience. Conversely, if the time is too short
then your viewer won’t have time to absorb
the image before the next one appears.
Images with text will require more time for
the message to be read.

Ladybug with dew

4)
If you do use text, it is wise to keep
the text to a minimum since too much
reading can also be boring. I recommend
using the same text font throughout the
show.

Sand wasp

7)
Choose the appropriate length and
pace of the show. This may vary depending
on your audience - their age, experiences
and background. Shows that are too long,
over 10 minutes in length, can bore your
audience. Shows that are too brief, less than
2 minutes, are too short to capture your
viewers' a�ention The ideal time is 4-7
minutes and this is usually enough time to
showcase a reasonable number of images. If
you have too many images for one show
then consider making several shows
highlighting different aspects of your theme.
Pacing of a show also includes the music. If
the music is too slow it will lull your

5)
Each software program offers
different transition effects. These are the
ways that one image changes to the next and
can be simple fade in and fade outs. Other
types of transitions may be more complex
but can add a bit of pizazz to your show. It is
usually wise to not use too many different
effects as that can detract from the slide
show. Choose 3 or 4 effects that work well
with the images and repeat them throughout
the show as needed.
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Watermarking Your Photos

audience to sleep. If it is too fast it may not
match the timing of your images or it may
make the show feel jerky and rushed.
8)
To give your show a polished look,
add a blank slide at the beginning and end of
the show. Time these blanks for 3-4 seconds
each. The blank at the beginning allows for a
few seconds of anticipation before the show
starts. The blank at the end provides a few
extra seconds for the music to fade out at the
end and is much more pleasing than an
abrupt ending.

by Linda McBride
Placing a watermark on a photo allows you
to brand your photos and protect them from
theft. Depending on your market you need
to decide whether a big, obvious watermark
or a subtle, unobtrusive version is be�er.
Watermarks are usually a light grey colour.
Even if you are using your logo as the
watermark element you would convert it to
greyscale and also possibly add a transparency to help lighten its effect on the
product photo.

9)
Always check and re-check your
show before you publish it to the final
format which is usually HD mp4. If you
aren’t pleased with your production then it
is likely that your viewers won’t be either.
I would like to end by providing you with a
link to the “Summer Treasures” show
mentioned earlier and I hope that you will
be inspired to try making an audio-visual
production. You may find yourself becoming
addicted to this fun and creative way to use
your images, get them off of your hard drive
and share them with a wider audience.

Advantages of Watermarking
• it is a good for promoting your work
• it protects your image from online theft
• your products will look more finished
• it will give credit to you as the owner of
the product
• it adds a small level of copyright
protection
Disadvantages of Watermarking
• it might distract people from seeing fine
detail in your image
• image appeal might be affected by the
watermark
• it might reduce social sharing if the
product is heavily watermarked
• an unwatermarked version of the image
would need to be kept for entering
competitions
To deal with these disadvantages always
make sure that adding the watermark will
not obscure the photo’s appeal. Watermarks
should not be so large that they cover a large
area of the image or too small to be easily
removed. They should be simple, concise
and easy to read. Also, make sure that you
keep an unmarked version for future uses.

Wasp having a drink

A good photograph is knowing where to
stand. - Ansel Adams
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Member Profile: Steve Corscadden
When I was
growing up
everyone around
me had a camera.
My grandfather
had a small
darkroom in his
basement for his
black and white
work and did all his color work on various
Kodak slide film and I still have many of his
slides. My father and many of my uncles
were also photographers, mostly shooting
slides of family vacations and events.
Everyone had a projector and a highlight of
family gatherings was a slide show of
everybody’s vacations and other events.

and the Accident Investigation Squad. I took
pictures of everything from a fingerprint at
the scene of a breaking and entering to a
homicide and minor damage from hit and
run accidents to fatal accidents. The mantra
of the police photographer while giving
evidence in court was “does this photo
accurately represent the scene as you saw it”
and that has shaped my photography ever
since. It would be safe to say that this was
the dark side of photography.
My late wife and I always had a truck and
camper or a motorhome and travelled to as
many of the great parks in North America as
we could. In those days my interest is what
many call “The Grand Landscape”.

I have no idea what my first photograph was
as it was so long ago. When I was young film
was the only medium and I started off with
inexpensive point and shoot cameras.
Eventually I got my first Single Lens Reflex
(SLR) and if memory serves it was a Pentax
Spotmatic 500. After that first camera I
switched to Canon and used them for many
years. Like many film photographers those
days I eventually went to a medium format
film camera because the negative was so
much bigger. That was a Mamiya 645 that I
still have today.
Desert View Watchtower, Grand Canyon

I never tried to make a living as a
photographer, but I did sell some of my
landscape photographs and did some
weddings and portrait work. I chose a career
in law enforcement and during that time I
worked in the Identification Section
(popularized on television today as “CSI”)

In addition to having a great holiday we
took photographs of the fantastic scenery on
the Mamiya. Like most I left film
photography when Digital started to take
over the photographic world, starting with
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My Photo Club - United
Kingdom
by Sue Nurmi
How do I find these things? I don’t know
how I get on some email distribution lists.
Most times it can be a nuisance but
sometimes it pays off and in the case of My
Photo Club it has paid off.
Yosemite on 645

My Photo Club is a website for photographers from the United Kingdom which
offers live Zoom talks by photographers
from around the world.

Canon Cameras and staying with them. In
1993 we moved to the Island and eventually
retired here. I changed over to digital shortly
after moving to the Island and remained
loyal to Canon Cameras.

I have a�ended a couple of the presentations
and am looking forward to many more. The
cost is listed as £3.75 (pounds sterling) which
is about $6.20 and is well worth the cost. The
presentations are scheduled weekly on
Thursdays between 7:00-9:30pm BST which
is 11:00am-1:30pm our time. The presentations are scheduled through Eventbrite
which is a reliable website; Eventbrite is easy
to use and sends reminders out a couple of
days prior to the presentation.

Now that I am older, I find it isn’t possible to
hike the back country like I used to and have
been trying all sorts of new things in
photography in an effort to find a new vision
of what I want to do. I am not there yet and
am still working on it so shoot whatever
strikes my interest at any given time. During
the last two years of COVID lockdowns and
mandates I rediscovered an interest in film
photography and dug out my Mamiya 645
and put a few rolls through it which all
turned out very well. Film isn’t as easy to
find or get processed as it used to be,
especially here on the Island. I now find
myself with a small collection of film
cameras and enjoy the whole film
experience. I still use digital for most of my
work but now one of my film cameras often
gets taken along.

Tat this time, the My Photo Club website has
a list of presentations up to July 28 on many
different photography-related topics but
they will have presentations scheduled
throughout the year. Some of the upcoming
presentations are:
June 9 - Processing A Nature Shoot Using
Lightroom & Topaz with Joe Houghton
June 16 - Making the Most of Focal Length
and Ratios with Nick Hanson
June 23 - Seeing in Black & White with
Eileen Rafferty

Blessed are they who see beautiful
things in humble places where other
people see nothing. - Camille Pissarro

If you are interested in a�ending presentations of this nature, the website has them all
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listed and you can sign up for their weekly
newsle�er with their current presentations.
Roy, the founder of the club has said that the
best reviews they have received so far have
been for educational topics so they are
concentrating on this when they book
speakers.

brighten and warm up the fall colours, to
brighten or darken different areas on and
under the piers, to add detail to the sky and
first level of trees in the background and
finally to add a vigne�e. Like most things in
Lightroom there are other ways to do these
adjustments but I find that radial filters give
me the control I want when editing pictures.
The trick I have found that works for me is
being very conservative with your
adjustments and keeping your feather at 50%
or larger, move the slider over to a point that
it is obviously too much and then slowly
bring it back to where the adjustment blends
in and isn’t obvious to the viewer.

While watching a presentation with James
McCormick, I was made aware of the
Photography Online YouTube channel which
has many videos about photography, both
technical and creative.

Lightroom Tips - Radial
Masks
by Sue Nurmi
You can really add punch to a photograph
by using the radial masks in Lightroom.
Portions of the image are selected and can be
edited individually. You can do things like
add extra texture or colour, add light, or
create a light beam. With the exception of
masking with a brush, the radial mask gives
you more control than the other masks
available as you can size it and place it
anywhere within your image.

After radial masks applied

Showcase Your Images
Want to add your pictures to the HCPC
website? If you do, all you have to do
is send 10 - 12 images and a brief
biography via email or WeTransfer to
sue_nurmi@me.com and they will be
added to the Members Gallery. Full
information on sizing and upgrading
images can be found at on the website
under Galleries - Members Galleries.

Before radial masks applied

Apart from cropping, straightening and
some basic tone adjustments the editing in
this image was all done with radial filters. In
total I used about fourteen radial masks to

11

HCPC Survey 2022: A Recap!
by Rooney Dumler
Thank you to the 79% of members who
participated in our annual survey. The
results provide information to help the
board understand what the club needs and
wants and as well, ensures planning and the
budget are aligned. The full report, complete
with graphs, is available on our website.

• Only 35% of members entered
competitions through our membership in
CAPA over the past year. Members gave
several reasons for not participating.
• Judging is ambiguous and not
helpful. Only a score is provided with no
wri�en comment.
• Busy lives. Other priorities. Time is an
issue
• I am confident in one’s own
photography and creative vision and
don’t need a judge.
• Some have joined CAPA on their own:
individual memberships.
• Confusion about what CAPA does,
the criteria, and schedules.
• Never felt good enough to enter.

• The newsle�er, now in its second year,
received a lot of support. Approximately
96.5% of members are satisfied and find
the newsle�er both informative and
worthwhile. Thirteen of the respondents
offered further topics for consideration in
the newsle�er.
• Ninety-nine percent of members are
satisfied to very satisfied with our current
format of meetings (One Zoom/month
and one face-to-face when possible).

• Sixty-eight percent of members, however,
would like to see the return of both Print
and Digital competitions at the club level
and twenty percent prefer to leave it to
outside groups such as CAPA. This data
suggests that some further a�ention should
be given to critiquing, feedback, evaluation,
and competition in the club.

• While 79% of members are interested in
outings, only about 38% of members
have participated over the past year.
Covid and Public Health restrictions have
been the major deterrent though many
cite “life events” such as busy schedules
and health as factors. Ninety-four percent
chose to continue the pa�ern of
Saturdays and the occasional weekday
when needed. A long list of suggested
outings was appreciated, and the
information will help with future
planning.

• Members still rely on e-mail as the major
source of information (100%). The club
Facebook page is the second most
popular source of information (43%).
While the Website, HCPClub.ca, ranked
only 21%, it is recognized as the
connection to the “outside”. Nonmembers and prospective members
access information about our club
through the website.

• Members in HCPC fully support further
involvement in the BC-Yukon Interclub
Speaker series although only 41% of
members a�ended. The expense of
participating, approximately $110.00, will
be factored into the new budget.

• From the question on “Interests to
Pursue”, Landscape, Long Exposure,
Black & White, Macro photography and
12

Studio Photography/Lighting are among
the favourite topics.
• By ranking what members most value in
the club, it is reasonable to consider the
following as goals for the coming year:
�
Quality Zoom presenters and
presentations
�
Special Interest Groups (SIGs)
�
Outings
�
The opportunity to meet, face-to-face,
to learn and practice new techniques
�
Learning how to critique
�
The opportunity to socialize with likeminded people.

Public Art by Trish Hanna

The complete survey is available questionby-question, on our website.
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SD Card Maintenance

your computer. Once your images are
downloaded reformat your card rather than
deleting individual pictures.

by Sue Nurmi
I was recently listening to a podcast about
maintenance of the SD card. This tweaked
my curiosity, so I did a li�le research on SD
cards, particularly on how to select and
maintain them.

�
Format new cards in your camera
before using them and once forma�ed to that
camera do not use them in other cameras.
Each camera model has a specific format and
moving cards from one model to another
could make the card unreadable.

Selecting a card depends on two things,
reliability and speed or capacity. Reliability
will ensure your card will not fail on you
and capacity or speed ensures the card fits
your camera and shooting style.

�
Keep your card dry and protected
when not in the camera and avoid extreme
temperatures; extreme heat or cold can ruin
a card.

Although I am not going to recommend a
specific brand of card, I will advise you to do
some research if the card you are
considering is not a known brand.

�
Replace your cards as soon as they
start having issues even if they have not
totally failed. The podcast I listened to said
you should replace them every year and
although I have used the card for years and
have not had any problems.

As to what card would be best for you and
your camera, it depends on many factors
such as camera make and photography style.
If your camera is a new brand with a high
resolution (number of pixels) and if you
shoot a lot of images in one session you will
need a higher capacity than if you shoot
fewer images. Also, if you shoot more videos
or use burst shooting mode often you will
have to consider speed. My advice is to read
your camera manual for information and do
some research on the best speed for your
shooting style.

�
If you have a camera that has two
card slots considering backing up your
images to the second card, especially if you
are at a location that you may never get to go
back to.
Although I think I have broken every one of
these rules without any issues, I will now be
more careful as statistics show that about
40% of all cards do fail. There would be
nothing more disheartening than to come
home thinking you have some memorable
pictures and find that your card failed and
you have nothing.

So now that you have chosen your card how
do you maintain it? There are some basic
rules you should consider to prevent wear
on your card and lessen the chances of
corruption:

Photography takes an instant out of
time, altering life by holding it still.
- Dorothea Lange

�
Don’t delete files from the card but
download your files to your computer and
delete unwanted images from the folder on
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CAPA Competitions 2022-2023
by Ricarda Brusegard
Plan ahead and be ready! Here is the list of the CAPA competitions for the upcoming year. If
you have not entered a CAPA competition before you should consider this list. It will help you
to plan for the ones you want and start saving prospective candidate images in a specific
location so you have them to choose from when they are due.
Images submi�ed to these competitions do not have to be taken in the current year but they
cannot have been entered in previous CAPA competitions. The full description and rules of
each competition is on the CAPA website, and should be reviewed prior to entering.
Competitions for 2022-2023
Pacific Zone - Open Theme - HCPC due date September 24
Nature - Wildlife - HCPC due date October 10
Monochrome - Open Theme - HCPC due date November 10
Artistic - HCPC due date January 25
Photo Journalism - HCPC due date February 10
Fall / Winter - HCPC due date February 24
Audio Visual Presentation - HCPC due date March 10
Canada: My Country - HCPC due date April 10
CAPA judges score the pictures on the following guidelines:
•
Technical - Colour, light, exposure, sharpens and technique.
•
Organizational - Distractions, space and compositions.
•
Emotional - Mood, impact, subject and imagination.
By planning ahead for the competitions, you are more able to spend time reviewing and
evaluating your images prior to submi�ing to ensure your best work is put forward. If you are
not sure if your picture “meets the grade” here are a few things you can do. Ask a fellow
photographer to evaluate your submission; if you belong to one of the three critiquing groups
we have in the club, this is a great forum. Print your image and keep it in a location that you
see every day; as you notice things you would like to change add a note to the back of it. Make
it the wallpaper on your desktop and again note any changes you would like to make. One
word of advice: don’t leave the selection and editing of your image to the last day - if you are
like most people, you will find that the first edit isn’t always what you want as the final image.

Be sure to check the HCPC Calendar
to stay up-to-date with club
happenings. Information on meetings,
outings, and photo opportunities.
Rust by Jim Steward
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Creating an e-Book
by Areef Abraham
Why an e-book. I wanted to share my work
with friends and colleagues and don’t like
using social media. But that’s a whole
different article! I had come across the idea
of Zines (a small-circulation self-published
work of texts and images). When I searched,
there were incredible Zines from all over the
world that were not particularly complicated
but truly imaginative. This looked like a
great way to share photography projects.
Then picking up from this idea I thought
why not start with an e-book, a more
economical way to get my feet wet and then
move onto a printed Zine once my skills
improved.

The first step is to decide what the e-book
will consist off. How many images, how
much text and a general idea of the book’s
layout. Pages helps by offering several book
templates both in portrait and in a landscape
format. Like all templates these are
modifiable and saved. Once the template is
selected it is a simple ma�er of dragging and
dropping your images and inserting your
script.

So, what is an e-book? An e-book is an
electronic version of a printed book that can
be read on a computer or handheld device.
The simplest e-book is a PDF file that we’re
all familiar with. The next step up from a
PDF format is the ePUB format. The main
advantage of the ePUB format is that the files
are much more readable and are reflowable,
i.e., they can adjust their presentation to the
device being used so you have a good
reading experience on the computer or a
tablet or a smart phone.

Landscape templates

Portrait templates

Once the book is complete save the file as an
ePUB document (File>Export>ePUB). And
there’s your e-book in ePUB format.

If you search on the internet, there is a lot of
software including Adobe’s InDesign which
can create ePUB books. My experience and
this article are limited to using Apple’s
Pages. For those on a PC platform, in
addition to InDesign, there are other ways to
create an ePUB document from MS Word
and those can be easily found through an
internet search.

There are many ways to share your e-book.
Apple, Amazon, and others are some of the
ways to share your book online. But they are
geared to selling the book and taking a
commission. To sell the book, they need
details of your bank to deposit funds from
sales as well as your CRA information to
make sure that taxes are paid on sales. If
you’re planning to sell your e-book then it’s
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HCPC Pixels Podcast

worth digging into this a li�le more. This
was all a li�le too intrusive for what I
wanted. I have stuck to sharing the book
using We Transfer as well as Dropbox. If you
have a website, you can also easily offer free
or paid downloads from there.

by Sue Nurmi
Don’t forget to take the time to listen to the
HCPC Pixels Podcast with Lee Kneisz. Lee
publishes a new episode on the first of every
month and talks about various photographyrelated topics. To date he has talked about
composition, the exposure triangle,
interviewed Judy Hancock and much more.

Some things I learned:
1.
Get to know Pages. The more you
know about using the software the easier
and more professional the work will be.
2.
Spend time thinking and planning the
layout of the book. My book is relatively
simplistic and needs a good revision.
3.
You don’t need high resolution
images. Like most web-based images 72 ppi
is sufficient. I used high resolution images
which created a large file making it more
difficult to share.

He has some exciting new interviews and
topics for the upcoming months so mark
your calendars to listen each month. The
podcasts can be found on Anchor by Spotify
or a link is available on our HCPC website. If
you have suggestions on topics for future
podcasts please let Lee know.

Overall, it was a lot of fun creating the book
and I’d encourage you to try it out.
Remember: Shaw TV is showcasing
our members’ images province-wide
every month.
Submit no more than 6 images to
lyndastevens@shaw.ca .
Watch for Lynda’s emails in your inbox!
Don’t have Shaw cable?
View “Life Captured” on HCPC’s YouTube channel.

Click here to have a look at Areef’s e-book.

It takes a lot of imagination to be a good
photographer. You need less
imagination to be a painter because you
can invent things. But in photography,
everything is so ordinary; it takes a lot of
looking before you learn to see the
extraordinary. - David Bailey
Photo by Don Clark
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Volunteers Needed
“Many hands make light work”
June is a busy month for the Harbour City Photography Club. Many thanks go to the
members who signed up to act as “host/hostesses” at the Photo Salon from June 18 - 26.
Linda McBride, the convenor, was happily surprised by the quick response to her request.
We may also have a call-out for helpers for the Gala.
The Club is planning a “social” for our second June meeting, June 21. We will need some
help decorating and se�ing up. It may mean one organizational “Zoom” and then meeting
at 4:30, on the day, to set up.
We also need some help with another venture:
The club’s photography is being highlighted in the Creative Commons which is in the
Harbourfront Library. While the library offers hanging rails (10), hangers, and a ladder, it
is up to the club to put up the work. We will need a few individuals who may be
comfortable on a ladder and would like to help to assemble the exhibition. As well, we
hope to relocate our “Environmental Journalism” display from the University down to the
library. The good news is that there is an elevator in the building!
We will assemble the exhibition on June 27 which is also the last day of the Salon. We
must remove our work from the library on July 31.
To summarize:
1.)
June 17 Assistance on the evening of the Gala Opening
2.)
June 21 Decorating and se�ing up at Beban
3.)
June 27 Harbourfront Library - assemble Exhibition
4.)
July 31 Harbourfront Library – dismantle exhibition

Contact Rooney at rdumler2020@shaw.ca or 250 816 9158 if you would like to help.

Anise Swallowtail by Lynda Stevens

Rufous Hummingbird by Brad Powell
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Local Outings
by Don Clark
We have just come through one of the
coldest, we�est springs in quite a few years
and are finally looking forward to some
great weather, and more importantly some
interesting and challenging summer club
outings.

-a return to the Abyss, this time to the lower
walk.
-a much delayed return to Demexx to
photograph an amazing assortment of
recycled building materials.

We had some great outings in April and
May. We visited the Nanaimo Fish Hatchery
and a�ended the West Coast Amusements
Fair. Some intrepid members made it up to
Comox for the Snowbirds spring training
and one of our new members, Werner
Schmidt even went to the Kinsol Trestle, and
it didn't rain!

West Coast Amusements - Top by Sue Nurmi, bo�om by Lee
Kneisz

-a trip to the BC Forest Discovery Centre in
Duncan.
-and a visit to the world-famous murals of
Chemainus.
Due to the recent outbreak of Avian Flu in
the area we will be postponing our planned
trips to the Raptors Centre and the Wildlife
Recovery Centre. We will revisit these
locations in the future.
Suggested outings away from local
Nanaimo area
Nanaimo Fish Hatchery outing photos by Patricia Rose

Some of the future club outings that are in
the works and will be publicized in an email
to members are.

We have had suggestions for outings to
a�ractions in Victoria, Vancouver, and
Courtney. If any members would be willing
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to coordinate one of these outings, please let
us know. I'm sure that club members would
be very appreciative.
Some of the suggestions include:

-I like to take my time when photographing
and I don't want to feel rushed.
-I am interested in outings but generally
Saturdays and Sundays don't work for me.

-A bus trip (Janie's Bus) visiting various
Victoria gardens such as Government House,
Hatley Castle, Butchart Gardens, Bu�erfly
World also in Victoria

Reason for going on outings
-On most club outings we normally break off into
small groups and quite often members are on
their own photographing a subject.
-One advantage of going on a club outing is to
check out an area you may not be familiar with to
find out if you want to go back there on your
own.
-Our typical outing lasts about 2 hours with
possibly lunch or coffee afterwards, however
many times members have opted to remain at a
location after the rest have left, it is your choice
how long you remain to photograph.
-In the coming months we will plan on having 1
or 2 outing through the week and see how that
works for members.

-VanDusen Botanical Gardens, Vancouver
-Coastal Black Tulip Fest near Black Creek,
north of Courtenay.

Snowbirds at Comox - Top by Brad Powell, bo�om by George
Bowron

Reasons for not going on outings
Public Art by Wendy MacLean Mazzei

The results of the recent club survey
produced many great ideas and suggestions.
However, there were some reasons for
members not going on outings. We will try
to answer some of your concerns.
-I work be�er alone or with one other
person.
-I enjoy photographing on my own with a
minimum of distractions.

Pet by Brian Clemens

20

