HCPC In Focus
Newsletter of the Harbour City Photography Club

April, 2022

President’s Message
by Rooney Dumler
I love Spring; the return of longer days,
warm sunshine, lush new growth and the
opportunity to shed our thick winter coats
and heavy boots. It is much easier to get out.
Mandates and masks are disappearing – for
the time being. And we can now begin to
meet up with others for those creative
“Kodak- Worthy” moments.

judges and the best ninety or so are selected.
Those images go on to be “printed” by the
owners and hung by staff at the VIU Gallery.
A second set of judges adjudicates this
exhibition and prizes are awarded in each of
the four categories. The salon experience is a
wonderful “icing-on-the-cake” celebration of
photography. All the details are included on
our website.

I was happily impressed with our first “faceto-face” meeting since the Fall. A�endees
enjoyed a new twist on our annual
Scavenger Hunt and a long overdue Print
Show. It was a pleasure to meet some of our
new members who have been, until March
15, just a name and “tile” in the gallery at
our Zoom meetings. Moreover, the meeting
laid out an impressive plan for further
events; outings, competitions, challenges and
upcoming speakers.

Photographers have two other opportunities
to share their work. The first is the Heritage
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Art Project: A Splash of Colour, which is an
annual exhibition hosted by Jordan Johns
and the Nanaimo Museum. Participants are
invited to create an original work that
depicts a historical subject from anywhere
on the Island. The second opportunity is an
open exhibition to be held in the
Harbourfront Library’s Creativity
Commons. Commencing late June, ten to
twelve images from our club may be hung
for a month for both the public to enjoy and
perhaps purchase. Details for both
exhibitions are found on our club website.

send an email to president@hcpclub.ca or
phone if you’d like to discuss some ideas.

“Pop-Up” is a new culture craze and every
club member can participate. Simply,
organize a challenge or an outing and invite
others. For example, you may decide to go to
Milner Gardens and would love to go with
another photographer. Put the details on the
club Facebook page or email,
members@hcpclub.ca. There are others who
would jump at the opportunity – Pop-up!

It is designed to take less than 5 minutes.

Participation is one measure of our success
as a club and your involvement is both
important to us and deeply appreciated.

CHECK YOUR MAILBOX!
The annual club survey is coming!
It will be in your mailbox in the next few
days.

Your feedback herds us in the right
direction!
Thank you.

Photo Salon 2022
It’s not too early to start
thinking about your entries.
More information on page
18 and on the HCPC
website.

Spring also raises the question, in our club,
of “who next”?
As Hamilton Holt once said,
“Nothing worthwhile comes easily. Work,
continuous work and hard work,
is the only way to accomplish results
that last”

Your HCPC in Focus newsletter team:
Don Clark
Steve Corscadden
Rooney Dumler
Trish Hanna
Linda McBride
Sue Nurmi
Kate Rutherford

We have a dynamic and forward-thinking
group of people at the helm of our club but
due to our constitution and life’s
distractions, the Board of Directors et al will
have openings this year. Perhaps you’d like
to contribute but would like to “shadow” a
position or work as a team and learn the
ropes. Or perhaps you’d like to just
volunteer for special events such as the
Potluck Social, the “Hangers Work Party”,
the Picnic, or organize a Bear outing. Please

Are you interested in joining the HCPC
newsletter team? If you are interested in
getting involved or have suggestions for
articles you would like to see, please contact
newsletter@hcpclub.ca.
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Meet Some New Members

in most types of photography but until she
decides which camera to buy, she is
specializing in cell phone photography.

We have had a lot of new members join the
club since the beginning of the season in
September and here is an introduction to a
few. Please take some time to say hello when
you see them at the next meeting or outing.

Some Member Photos

Jim Roik Jim moved to
Nanaimo
from
Qualicum
Beach in
August of
2021 and joined the club in February 2022.
He enjoys any photography that will get him
outside and comes to the club to meet
likeminded folk, to grow his abilities and for
inspiration.

Photo by Werner Schmidt

Ken Wilson - Ken
joined the club in
February of 2021 to
meet photographers
and share
knowledge and
experience with
them in all aspects
of the craft.

Photo by Yuling Liu

Janet Kerr - Janet, originally from Toronto,
moved to Calgary in 2014. She has always
loved
photography
but had never
taken it
seriously or
joined a
camera club
before. She joined the club this fall and has
enjoyed all the zoom talks. She is interested

Photo by Don Clark
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Editorial - One Person’s
Opinion on CAPA and
Competition

photography throughout all regions of
Canada. In addition, CAPA networks
with international groups such as the
IFAP, the International Federation of
Photographic Art. All officers are unpaid
for their work. It is open to both clubs and
individuals, and it encompasses a large
range of experience and abilities,
professionals to beginners. Their primary
goal is to celebrate and further the Art of
Photography.

by Rooney Dumler
“Flawed”
While there are merits to CAPA, the
Canadian Association for Photographic
Art, I believe their fundamental approach
to adjudicating photography is off. It took
a while for the dust to se�le and my ideas
to clear but, after completing a recent
CAPA judging course, my first thought
was that “at its root, the judging process is
flawed”.

Our club’s major connection to CAPA is
the series of competitions that are offered
over the course of a year. The details of
each category are well laid out with very
specific criteria. Competitions are
organized by zones as a means of
staggering the number of entries and the
workload. I was shocked at the number of
entries that are submi�ed but it also
explains CAPA’s “judging” process.
Judges, working in groups of three, may
look at a thousand entries. Each judge has
less than a minute per image to assign a
score out of ten and that score, in turn, is
combined with the other two for a final
score out of thirty. In other words, it is the
summation of three points of view.

The CAPA Judging course was held in
Duncan on March 19th, 2022. Many thanks
go to the Cowichan Club for organizing
the event as it has been years since the
course has been offered on the island. My
primary reason for a�ending was that I
was curious about CAPA’s process of
adjudication. Given my background in
education and years of training about
evaluation, I felt confused about how the
scoring was done. To date, my experience
in club-based judging had been onerous
and frustrating so I wanted to know more
about CAPA. Their system of judging
seemed to be the “gold standard” for
adjudication. Further, I wanted to know
what the organization does for photo
clubs and is there merit in being a
member? Does our club have to be a
member?

Personally, I believe there are benefits to
photo competitions. It “ups” the game.
Competition may cause a person to
analyze, refine, and improve their
photography. It may motivate a
photographer to experiment with new
techniques or subjects. It should add a fun
factor. But does a single score say it all?

CAPA is a non-profit charitable
organization that works through
publications, presentations, websites, and
networking to promote the art of

Feedback in the form of one number,
unless it is thirty/thirty, cannot improve
photography in a deliberate and
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Year-end Awards
Reminder

thoughtful manner. As it stands, good
fortune may be as big a factor in scoring
as understanding the Rule of Thirds.
Informed and respectful feedback to the
photographer can assist them to
understand their photography and set
reasonable goals for personal
improvement.

It is hard to believe that we have almost
completed another season of meetings
and that we are only a couple of months
away from our final meeting in June,
which means it is time to start thinking
about your Year-End Awards. Each year
during the final meeting of the year we
present three Year-End Awards in honour
of past members who have contributed to
the club.

In my mind, the “flaw” is in the
perception that “judging” and the
awarding of a sole double-digit score is
useful and helpful. I suggest that isn’t
true. Be�er to limit the number of entries,
use more judges and respond to images
with feedback that assists a photographer
to set goals and grow.

Roy Quesnel Award - Black & White
Portraits
Jan Blackbourn Award - Abstracts
Nigel Fletcher Award - Humour in
Photography

I fully support the Club’s interest in
returning to some “in-club” competitions.
The hope is by furthering members’
critiquing and feedback skills and
developing a cohort of “Judges”, that
HCPC may offer the form of “judging”
that will help photographers’ grow.
CAPA may still be a consideration for
those who wish to enter but the best
opportunities to improve our individual
photography rests in our club.

Images submi�ed will be shown and
voted for by the members during the
Annual General Meeting on June 7th and
awards will be presented at the Year-End
social meeting on June 21.
Full details will be emailed and added to
our website closer to the meeting date.

Podcasts - What are they?
by Sue Nurmi

HCPC YouTube Channel

If you are like me and were brought up in a
household where the radio was usually
tuned to one of the talk radio stations, you
will understand the concept of podcasts.

Introducing the HCPC YouTube channel! We
now have our own YouTube channel, which
contains many of the slideshows shown
during our meetings and all of the Shaw Life
Captured episodes. The library of videos will
grow as we add more to the site, so take
some time to subscribe so you are notified of
new posts.

The one advantage of the podcasts is that
you can choose what you listen to based on
your interests and your schedule, as they are
pre-recorded and available at any time.
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If you are just starting there are several
different platforms available which allow
you to listen to podcasts on your mobile
phone or other devices. Spotify and Apple
Podcasts are two of the be�er known
platforms. Once you subscribe to the
podcast they will send reminders when a
new episode is uploaded and allow you to
listen to them in order of date.

photographers and creative people
worldwide.

There is an overwhelming number of
podcasts about photography available and
all you have to do is do a search on your
chosen platform for photography podcasts
to see how many come up.

Photocombobulate - A photography
podcast hosted by Jeff Carlson and Mason
Marsh. In each episode they take an aspect
of the photographic process that is
discombobulated and seek to make it easy
to understand.

Behind the Shot - This is part podcast and
part YouTube show, so probably not one to
add to your playlist while walking or
driving. In this podcast Steve Brazill talks to
a photographer and analyzes one of their
photographs.

A few podcasts that I listen to or that have
been recommended to me are:

Lenswork - Lenswork has two podcasts, a
short one and a long one. The short one,
“Here’s a Thought” series, is a 2 - 3 minute
podcast about some aspect of photography.
The classic long version is a longer podcast
about photography.

HCPC Pixels - This is our very own Lee
Kneisz, and it is a series of discussions
focusing on basic concepts in photography.
This is a monthly episode released on the
first of every month.

These are just a few examples. Once you
access your Podcast platform and do some
searches you will find that there are many
more and you can pick and choose the ones
that cover your interest. Most of these
podcasts come with a website page that
gives you more information, shows some of
the images they have been discussing and
links to websites discussed and of the
photographers they have interviewed.

A Beautiful Anarchy with David duChemin
- A podcast about the creative life. David
describes it as “a heart-felt kick-in-the-pants
podcast for everyday creators and anyone
who’s ever mud-wrestled with their muse”.
The Chase Jarvis Live Show - Not always
about photography but about creative and
artistic things.
Photography Daily - This is a podcast out of
England where the host, Neale James,
embraces the mindfulness of walking with
a camera, being in the great outdoors and
making pictures. Neale shares stories of
inspiration, le�ers, and pictures from his
listeners along with interviews with

If you love to write, start a blog. If you love to
talk, start a podcast. If you love to solve
problems, start a business. If you love freedom,
do what you love.”
― Maxime Lagacé
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Anna Atkins 1799-1871
by Trish Hanna
then working at the Natural History
Department of the British Museum.
The Atkins’ and Childrens’ social circle
included William Fox Talbot, a close friend
of the family and the man credited as the
inventor of photography, and Sir John
Hershel, a renowned astronomer, chemist,
and mathematician. These connections
provided her an early introduction to the
newest innovations in the science of image
making.

The first known book illustrated with
photographs was created in 1843 and was
part of a series of 13 that continued through
1851. Photographs of Brtitish Algae: Cyanotype
Impressions was handmade and signed
only A.A., by a woman born in 1799, Anna
Atkins. She is also
believed to be the first
woman photographer as
well as the first creator of a
photographic book.

In 1842, Herschel invented the cyanotype
process. Cyanotypes, known by a variety of
names, including photograms,
shadowgrams, or sunprints, use just two
chemicals plus water, paper or cloth, and
sunlight. The resulting image is rendered in
Prussian blue. Atkins, familiar with the
photographic inventions of Talbot, was
immediately captivated with this less toxic,
quicker alternative to image making. A
talented artist, she had produced some 250
illustrations for a book on shells her father
had translated in 1823. From this experience
and with a botanical collection numbering
1500 specimens, she was faced with an
overwhelming task. Through her
explorations with the cyanotype process, she
found that an object placed on the
chemically prepared paper and exposed for
a few minutes would produce a detailed
image. It was the solution she needed.

Cystoseira granulata from The Public
Domain Review and The New York
Public Library Collection

Anna Atkins was born Anna Children in
Kent, England to John George Children, a
scientist in the fields of chemistry,
mineralogy and zoology, and Hester Anne
Holwell, who died the year following Anna’s
birth. His only child, Children made the
unusual decision to educate his daughter. He
guided her into the natural sciences,
teaching her chemistry, physics, zoology,
biology, botany, and, importantly, Latin.
Throughout his life he included her in his
work and kept her up to date with scientific
discoveries and innovations. As most of the
institutions of the day did not allow women
to be members, this was a rare privilege. Her
interest and education in botany, however,
eventually led to her becoming a member of
The Royal Botanic Society of London in 1839.

In all, Atkins created thousands of cyanotype
images. Besides the algae prints, she and a
colleague, Anne Dixon, documented ferns
and flowers, creating two more books:
Cyanotypes of British and Foreign Ferns (1853)
and Cyanotypes of British and Foreign
Flowering Plants and Ferns (1854).

In 1825, Anna married John Pelly Atkins, a
wealthy merchant and the son of a former
Lord Mayor of London. They made their
home in the city near her father, who was by
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opposed to winning a competition – which
would be a bonus!

Alaria esculenta from The Public
Domain Review and The New York
Public Library Collection

Most everyone shares photographs in this
day and age, but belonging to a photo club
and participating by entering internal or
external contests goes beyond that – and is
this not one of the main reasons we join a
club, to take our photography to a new
level?

Atkins died in 1871.
Until the 1990s, the
signature of A.A. in her
books was often
interpreted to stand for Anonymous
Amateur but her legacy has since been
recognized and properly a�ributed to this
remarkable woman.

When readying your images for a
competition you should go through a
checklist of what makes a good image. Here
are some examples of member’s
photographs that were submi�ed to various
CAPA contests over the last year that
illustrate this:

Entering Competitions
by Ricarda Brusegard
You have probably on occasion asked
yourself, “Why should I enter my
photographs into a competition? How does
it benefit me?”. I know it can seem daunting
if you have never done so. Believe me, once
you have plucked up your courage and
submi�ed a photo that you believe fits the
bill, each subsequent time is easier. Our
CAPA club membership gives us the
opportunity to compete with other
photographers across Canada. Submi�ing
your photo to HCPC for submission to a
CAPA contest does not necessarily ensure it
will be a club entry as we are limited in the
number we can submit but let me enumerate
some very good reasons for participating. I
believe the primary reason to be that
entering your photographs into a
competition is that the process of readying
your image will advance your photography
skills, increase your editing capabilities, or
even allow you to become familiar with
entirely new editing suites. I find that it is
beneficial to keep this as your focus, as

Is there a clear center of interest?

Photo by Jane Sheers

Is the image well composed?

Photo by Trish Hanna
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Is the focus tack sharp and is the
exposure appropriate?

Is the approach creative?

Photo by Lynda Stevens

Photo by Sue Nurmi

Does the photo tell a story?

It is also extremely important to familiarize
yourself with all the details of the
competition(s) you choose to participate in,
as your image will be disqualified by the
judges if it does not conform to the
guidelines. The details will be sent to you in
an email, or announced during a meeting,
and will also be found on the club web page
or, if a CAPA competition, on their web
page.
Remember, our club – and you – can only be
successful if we all take part, in one way or
another.

Photo by Rooney Dumler

Does the lighting enhance the
subject and message?

What’s Your Resolution?
The terms PPI and DPI are used interchangeably
but actually have different definitions:
PPI (Pixels Per Inch) refers to display resolution, or,
how many individual pixels are displayed in one inch
of a digital image.
DPI (Dots Per Inch) refers to printer resolution, or,
the number of dots of ink on a printed image.
A simple guideline is that you need 72 PPI for the
web display of images - this will look okay on most
monitors.
For print you will need 300 DPI to get a sharp image.

Photo by George Bowron

9

Member Profile: Linda McBride
Q: Do you remember the first picture you ever
took and if so what was it?
A: Hatley Castle February 6, 2020

Q: What excites you most about photography?
A: Looking at the photo and saying I can’t
believe I took this.

Q: What was your first camera?
A: Panasonic DMZ-FZ300

Q: Black and white or colour and why?
A: Color because I am still learning what
makes a good black and white photo ….

Q: What you like about the photography club?
A: I learn so much in the club and enjoy the
social part of it. It challenges me to be a
be�er photographer and I enjoy the outdoors
and trying new camera techniques.
Q: What is your favourite photograph right
now? Will you give us a
soft copy?
A: Great Horned owl
and babies
Q: The “photo that got
away”. What is the
photograph that you most
regret missing?
A: Black bear eating
salmon. I ran out of
ba�ery …

Q: How do you handle criticism?
A: Very well I love advice and critique from
others it makes me grow as a
photographer…

Q: Where is your favourite place to photograph?
A: Sunrise at Transfer Beach in Ladysmith

Q: Tell us a story about your photographic life.
A: Photography is my Passion. It was my
therapy during Covid. It is part of my legacy
for my grandchildren. I am reminded of the
beauty around us every time I go into the
outdoors to find a special moment that I can
enjoy whenever I look at it.

Q: What is your weirdest photo experience?
A: A black bear coming out of the bushes
right in front of me and the guy behind
saying don’t move …

“The earth is art. The photographer is only the
Witness. Yann Arthus-Bertrand”
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Smartphone Photography - Top Tips from Brendan O’Se’
by Rooney Dumler
Harbour City Photography Club and guests
enjoyed a presentation on Smartphone
photography from Brendan O’Se’ of Cork,
Ireland, at our meeting on February 1, 2022.
The following is a recap of top tips to make
your mobile phone, the “best camera ever”:

does all his editing ‘in camera’ and spends
no more than ninety seconds for each.
8. Shooting outside. Make sure your phone
is turned up to its brightest to improve the
visibility of viewing the screen when
outdoors.

1. Get a Strap. First and foremost, it prevents
the despair of dropping and damaging your
phone and secondly, it helps steady your
phone for shots. This leads to his second tip.

9. No flash – use available light.
10. Don’t shoot with filters. You can apply
those later in edit mode.

2. Hold your phone steady, either in the
horizontal or portrait mode: the strap helps.
Brendon also recommended the purchase of
a “shu�er release”, a portable and discrete
“bu�on” that can be carried in the hand or
pocket. It is relatively inexpensive and
available through Amazon.

11. “Apps can make a good photo be�er but they
can’t make a bad photo good”. Brendan’s
primary go-to photo editing app for his
mobile phone is Snapseed which is available
through Google. The other app that he
recommends is Provoke. Images made with
this app have a high contrast, retro look that
works well for street photography,
landscapes and aged objects.

3. Turn on your grid to assist with the “Rule
of Thirds”.
4. Tap to focus, tap to expose and slide to
darken or brighten.

12. As a ma�er of personal principle,
Brendan does not take pictures of children,
the homeless or those people in distress.

5. Use the burst mode and then select the
best photo from the series. To activate Burst,
open the the camera app, and then press and
hold the shu�er bu�on. This will activate the
mode which clicks multiple pictures until
the bu�on is released.

All food for thought as we reach for our
mobile phones and get that spur of the
moment capture rather than a lost “only-ifI’d-had-my-camera” shot.

6. Take lots of photos – work the scene.
Brendan does not recommend using the
Zoom feature but rather “Zoom with the
feet”.

A good mobile photograph is a good
photograph. Don’t be afraid to call yourself a
photographer. – Misho Baranovic

7. Frame: inspect your photo and then
reframe. Composition is everything. Brendan
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Calendar of Club Events
Dates and events listed below are subject to change. Details and current information are
available on the HCPC website Calendar.
April 5 - Meeting - My Picture - Your Edit
April 8 - BC - Yukon Inter-Club Speaker Series Presents - An Evening with Joe McNally
April 16 - Final Day for Photo Salon Images
April 19 - Meeting - Macro Photography - Beban Park Community Centre
April 24 - President’s Challenge - Environmental Photojournalism - Due Date
May 3 - Meeting - Night Photography with Chris A�rell
May 17 - Meeting - Beban Park
June 17 - Photo Salon Gala Opening
June 18 - 26 - Photo Salon 2022 Art Show at The View Gallery VIU
June 7 - Annual General Meeting - Zoom
June 21 - Year End Social

Local Outings
by Don Clark
We got off to a very slow start in 2022 due to
the Omicron Virus. The club decided to stay
on the side of caution and postponed all the
outings we had planned for January.
Qualicum photos by (top to bo�om):
Patricia Rose
Lynda Stevens
Rooney Dumler
Sue Nurmi

Thanks to Bill Saffin, we started February
with a very colourful outing to "The Flow" at
Maffeo Su�on Park. For anyone interested,
they meet every Thurs-day evening; they
dance and flow with LED lights and fire.

Photo by Bill Saffin

We also had two group outings in February.
The first was a street walk to Qualicum
Beach on a very sunny afternoon. Everyone
had a great day.
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The second was
to Rathtrevor
Beach on a
cloudy and very
cold morning.
The after outing
to Ricky's was a
great way to
warm up.

If anyone hears about an event happening,
please let us know and we can announce it to
the members.
By the time you read this we will have had
our March outings. As you may remember,
Demexx near Coombs was postponed due to
inclement weather and then finally canceled.
To be replaced twice by something new for
our club, a cell phone outing first to
Woodgrove Mall and then to North Town
Centre. Both produced fantastic images.

Photo by Patricia Rose

We also had an individual "Pop Up" Outing
to the Orchid show at the Nanaimo North
Town
Centre.

The following upcoming club outings are
not set in stone, but we are hoping to give
you many interesting and challenging group
outings in the coming months.

It’s never a bad time
to take your camera
for a walk!!

Photo by Trish Hanna

Proposed Outings
Yellowpoint Farm
Snowbirds Spring Training

16 April
23 April

Ladysmith
Comox

West Coast Amusements "FAIR" 4 -8 May
BC Forestry Museum
30 April

Nanaimo North Town Centre
Duncan

Wildlife Recovery Centre
"Walk, Stop, and Shoot"

11 June
25 June

Errington
Neck Point Park

Cowichan Valley Lavender
Chemainus

July
July

Duncan
Chemainus

The Kinsol Trestle
The Raptors Centre

August
August

Cowichan Valley
Duncan

Paint with light
Bike shop

September
September

Rooney's garage
Arrowsmith Bikes
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High Key Photography
by Judy Hancock Holland
The first time I saw a high key photograph I
was 18 and had just started university. I
didn’t realize it was a photograph… It
looked to me like a very lovely pencil
sketch portrait of a young woman. When
someone told me that no, it was a
photograph, I was amazed and intrigued.

shows li�le or no tones darker than
midtones, with the
predominant tones
being highlights and
shadows.
When shooting for high key, it’s best to
expose to the right (ETTR). What this
means is that you want to check your
histogram in camera and adjust the
exposure so that the histogram just “kisses”
the right hand edge. This will ensure you
capture the most possible RAW data. If you
use a mirrorless camera,
you can probably have the
histogram on the screen as
you compose; if you use a
dslr you’ll need to check
the histogram after taking
the shot and then reshoot if
necessary.

Now, almost 50 years later, I realize that
print was probably made by pulling it out
of the developer and popping it into the
stop bath and fixer before the full image
had a chance to come in.
It’s a process I never
tried in the darkroom,
but now with our
digital technology I
often use it for certain
types of subjects.
High key simply refers to an image that
consists of mostly light
tones and has low contrast.
It’s not simply a ma�er of
having a light or white
background. Both overall
lightness and low contrast
are important. Think of a
very light pencil sketch.

Flat lighting is ideal for high key, as it
avoids creating harsh shadows. Overcast,
snowy or foggy days outdoors work well,
or very diffuse lighting such as a flash with
umbrella placed near the camera. Be careful
not to “blow the
highlights” by making a
spike on the right edge of
the histogram, unless you
are wanting to completely
blow out the background,
for example.

It’s important to choose an appropriate
subject when you want to use high key.
Subjects that are soft, feminine, airy, or
ephemeral are good candidates… foggy
scenes, li�le girls with blonde hair, delicate
flowers, etc. You wouldn’t use high key for
a portrait of a villain in a movie poster.

When processing, again keep your eye on
the histogram. Depending on the image,
you may need to increase exposure in any
areas of shadows and blacks, as well as
tweaking the highlights and whites. I’ve

Your histogram is your friend in making
high key images. You want a histogram that
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found luminosity masks particularly useful
for nudging up the exposure on small areas
of an image.

dusted off the one film camera I still had - a
Mamiya 645 medium format - and thought I
would try some film again. That was when I
encountered my first hurdle - no one on
Vancouver Island sold film for the camera.
You could still get 35 mm film locally but
not the 120 film the Mamiya needed. I
ordered a 5 pack from a Vancouver camera
store and with the shipping added the cost
was far more than I remembered but what
can you do.

When I started
teaching myself to
make high key shots,
I used a white calla
lily and a white
background, and a
pink tulip lying in snow. You might practise
with a white plate on a white tablecloth, a
white vase backed by a white wall, or any
other kind of low contrast, light subject. I
hope one day to have a chance to use this
low key technique with my baby
granddaughter, as babies and small
children are ideal subjects for high key.
(Though never use a flash with a baby.)

Once the film
arrived, I
reviewed the
process to load
film and use the
camera and shot
a few rolls. It all
came back and I
really enjoyed
the process. No
longer could you
just turn the camera on, point it at your
chosen subject and let it focus and make all
the other decisions for you. Now you load
the film and set the ASA/ISO, you have to
advance the film, select your F stop and
shu�er speed based on an in camera light
meter if the camera had one or use a
handheld light meter or the “Sunny 16”
rule if it didn’t, and then compose and take
your picture. And then do it all over again
for each of the 15 shots available to you in
645 format. You couldn’t look at the back of
the camera and make sure you nailed the
shot but had to send it away to a lab to
either print or scan and wait weeks to see if
you had failed or succeeded. The price
seemed much higher, not even including

All images © Judy Hancock Holland. Judy
has been an HCPC member for about 8
years. You can see her work at
JHHphoto.com

Adventures in Film
Photography
by Steve Corscadden
I grew up in a family full of photographers
at a time when the only medium available
was film. It came as no surprise to anyone
that I eventually started taking pictures as
well, at first with simple and inexpensive
point and shoot cameras, then various
SLR’s, and finally medium format cameras.
When film started to fade I, like most,
moved over to digital photography.
When COVID started spreading worldwide
and we all were self isolated and locked
down I was looking for things to do and

15

the $14 to mail it over (thick enough to be
classed as a package) than I remember. I
chose to have the images scanned using their
“premium” scan and was happy to find all
the shots had turned out well and were easy
to process.

it was only slightly more expensive and gave
you a good file to work with.
I have chosen not to develop my own film so
far, but that option is always available. If you
just want to develop the film basic kits and
chemicals are available and all you need is a
totally dark room to do it. If you want to set
up a complete dark room to do your own
prints that is more expensive and
complicated, but all the equipment can be
found if you hunt around for it. Developing
your own means you will have to scan your
negatives but that is beyond the scope of this
article.

I decided I needed a 35mm camera and
started looking on eBay. I quickly found that
the best
film
cameras
seemed
to be in
Japan
and that
prices and condition were all over the map. I
took some good advice about eBay, namely
try to only use sellers with 100% satisfaction
rates and select cameras that are rated at
mint or be�er. If you can find one that is
“CLA’ed” (cleaned, lubricated, adjusted) that
is a real plus. You pay a bit more up front
but have a camera that works and has no
“light leaks” from aging deteriorated seals.

Thinking of trying film? I am glad I did as I
really enjoy the more hands-on process.

Remember: Shaw TV is showcasing
our members’ images province-wide
every month.

One challenge for older photographers with
some vision issues is focusing and for that
reason I tried to find cameras with adjustable
or replaceable diopters for vision correction.

Submit no more than 6 images to
lyndastevens@shaw.ca .
Watch for Lynda’s emails in your inbox!
Don’t have Shaw cable?

Dealing with 35mm film on Vancouver
Island is much easier and more economical.
London Drugs sells, develops, and scans
your film at a reasonable price and does a
very good job. Their lab is in their Courtenay
store so they have to ship it up (Mon-WedFri shipping) but there is no charge for doing
that. They offer a standard and premium
scan and I always chose the premium scan as

View “Life Captured” on HCPC’s YouTube channel.

Photography is a love affair with
life. – Burk Uzzle
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File Formats
by Kate Rutherford
Have you listened to HCPC’s February
Pixels Podcast on RAW vs JPEG yet? In the
podcast, Lee gives a great overview on the
two formats that most, if not all, digital
cameras use to store our images.

are not ideal for the web as the file sizes are
large and take too long to load.
PNG – Portable Network Graphics. These
files are compressed but are lossless – they
still retain the details. They are not ideal for
printing but are great for the internet
especially as you can maintain transparency.

Briefly, RAW files retain all the information
captured by your camera, but they must be
edited to produce an image. They are large
files and require a lot of storage capacity but
can be manipulated and edited extensively.
RAW file extensions vary with your camera
manufacturer. A few are CR2 for Canon,
NEF for Nikon, ARW for Sony, and ORF for
Olympus.

PSD – Photoshop Document. This is the
Adobe Photoshop default file format which
allows for edits on specific individual layers.
They are large files. Once you are happy
with your image you can resave as another
file format.
DNG – Digital Negative. This is a standardized and backward-compatible universal
RAW file format produced by Adobe. It is
used by several digital platforms such as
Samsung, Google, and Apple. Other RAW
formats can be converted to DNG to ensure
that files remain accessible even if the
original RAW file format becomes obsolete.
However, be warned that the conversion will
take extra time.

JPEG (or JPG; Joint Photographic Experts
Group) files are much smaller because they
have been compressed and edited in camera.
The smaller file size allows more images to
be stored. However, along with this
compression there is a loss of information,
and this means that there is less ability to
manipulate the image with photo editing
software. JPEG images are ideal for social
media, small prints and for sharing via
email.

BMP – Bitmap Image File. These files are a
proprietary format developed for Windows.
The files are not compressed so produce high
quality, large digital files. Great for print but
not for the web.

If you decide to go the RAW route and
undertake the postprocessing that is
required, you will have several other file
format options to choose from when you
export your final image.

HEIC – High Efficiency Image Format. Used
to store images on iOS devices. Images are at
a higher quality and in smaller-sized files
than the JPEG format which reduces the
amount of space photos take up on memory
cards and mobile devices.

TIFF – Tagged Image File Format. These files
are not compressed so have a larger size. You
can manipulate with software and produce
prints of high quality and larger size. They
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The above summary only touches on the
features of various file formats but will
hopefully help you to decide which image
format will suit your needs.

Photograph of the Week (POW)
What is it?
Photograph of the week is a challenge that will
hopefully get your imagination going and your
cameras clicking.

Photo Salon Categories

How does it work?

For Photo Salon 2022 the following
categories will be ajudicated:

Each Sunday, Sue Nurmi will send out challenge
word(s) and you will take a photograph of
something that interprets that for you and post it on
our Facebook page by the following Saturday. It can
be the actual item or a representation of that word or
something more abstract. How you go about doing
this is totally up to you, you can head outside or stay
home, there are no hard rules. The one thing I do ask
is that the picture you post is either taken or edited
in that week, remember this is meant to keep your
creative juices flowing.

Landscape
Wildlife-Nature
Artistic-Digital Art
Open
In addition, there will be an unajudicated
category:
Environmental Photojournalism

If you don’t have access to Facebook but still what to
participate send me your images to Sue and she will
post them for you.

Full details on the categories and how to
submit are on the club’s Photo Salon 2022
page.
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