HCPC In Focus
Newsletter of the Harbour City Photography Club

Sept. 2019

President’s Message
by Bill Saffin

Welcome back to returning members and
welcome to our club for all our new
members. We are looking forward to an
exciting year of photography-related
activities. I don’t believe in making New
Year’s resolutions, but I do think it’s a good
idea to set some goals. I’d like every one of
you to think about setting one or more
photography goals for this year. It might be
as simple as carrying a camera with you at
all times (very easy to do nowadays, since
every smart phone contains a pretty good
camera). Maybe you want to go on a regular
photo walk. Learning more about postprocessing might be right up your alley.
Whatever it is, I encourage you to do
something new and challenging.

A club such as ours is only as good as its
members and their contributions. It takes a
lot of work to run a successful club and we
need help in many different areas in order to
have a year that will be rewarding to all
members. We need help with social
activities, photographers who are willing to
share their photos and talk a bit about them,
member slideshows, and of course many
other activities. Please speak to a member of
the executive if you are willing to participate
actively in your club.

We have acquired a new computer and some
new sound equipment which we think will
resolve some of the issues we have had with
presentations over the years. We also have a
group of technical support people to help
with our technology requirements, rather
than depending on one person to set up and
tear down all the equipment for every
meeting. Many hands make light work.
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We are preparing for our annual Foto Fun
Fair, which will be held on Saturday, October
26, at the Nanaimo Alliance Church. We
have a group of eight presenters lined up to
offer presentations on a wide variety of
topics. More information and tickets will be
available soon. Plan to attend – you will
benefit greatly and have a chance to get to
know some of our club members better.

We expect to have some Special Interest
Groups, or Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)
this year. A SIG is a group of people who
continued on page 4...
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We’re off to a great start!

Inspired by the September 15 meeting

by Rooney Dumler

by Rooney Dumler

If you didn’t love owls before, you do now, if
you attended our first meeting on Tuesday,
September 3.
The Harbour City Photography Club was
treated to an excellent presentation from
Anthony Bucci. More than just technically
excellent, his images of owls and other
wildlife were engaging and captivating. His
stories, both as a nature aficionado and
conservationist, were informative and
generally light-hearted. But more than
“cuddly and cute”, his message reminded us
that the owls, bears, foxes and other wildlife
deserve our respect and protection.
His presentation was also a lesson on the
three P’s of successful wildlife photography:
patience, persistence, and preparedness.
Many thanks, again, to Sue Nurmi who
compiled members’ images for our first slide
show of the season, “Best of Summer”; to Bill
“Adequate photographers use their sight, good
photographers use their senses, and great
photographers use their souls.”
- A.J. Compton

Your HCPC in Focus newsletter team:
Don Clark
Rooney Dumler
Judy Hancock Holland
Sue Nurmi
Allan Webner
Volunteers are needed to write articles
and contribute in other ways. Please
contact newsletter@hcpclub.ca if you
can help or to submit suggestions.
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Saffin for his warmup words -- better to
shoot quantity and by doing so, get quality;
and to the crew who organized the
membership drive. Annual dues and
registration are now due. And thank you to
the several members who have stepped up
to help with our technology; several new
projectionists and audio specialists are
poised to get our images up on the big
screen. Lastly, kudos to the kitchen crew for
a pleasant coffee break and homemade
goodies: Dianne and Brent Busch, Jackie
Mullins, and Rooney Dumler. Remember to
sign up for your turn.
And lastly, if you need a “kick start” for your
photography or a push to get “outside the
box”, our Vice President, Ian Warren, has a
tip for you. Actually, he has about 50 tips in a
jar by the door for you to choose from.
“Draw-Shoot & Share!”... We hope you’ll
post the resulting images on our Facebook
page.

“Gosh, my job is so easy! I just click a button all
day… said no photographer ever.” – Unknown
This quote more than represents the work of
our most recent presenter, John Whitelaw, on
Tues. September 15, 2019. His prints of birds
from the neotropical forests of Panama
were excellent but the story behind the
images were just short of hair-raising.
Inspired by the work of Joel Satore and his
work on National Geographic Photo Ark,
where animals are photographed in a
portable studio, John explained how he
overcame the challenges posed by the
dense Panamanian forests and the
inhospitable environment to get his shots.
His stories of trekking into the Darien area
of Panama, the Pipeline Road, and the
many dangers that included snakes,
lizards, and killer bees were fascinating
and gave us a greater appreciation for his
final images, some of which were framed and

Calendar of Events
October 8 -- New Members SIG, 5:307:50 at Nanaimo North Library
October 26 -- Foto Fun Fair at Nanaimo
Chinese Alliance Church, 1609 Meredith
Road
June 1-12, 2020 -- Photo Salon 2020 at the
View Gallery, VIU

Buy / Sell / Swap
The purpose of this future column is to
enable HCPC members to advertise
cameras and related photography gear.
Please send the following details to
newsletter@hcpclub.ca:
- whether this item is For Sale, To Swap,
Free to a Good Home, or Wanted
- what, specifically, the item is

“A great photograph is a full expression of what
one feels about what is being photographed in the
deepest sense and is thereby a true expression of
what one feels about life in its entirety.”
- Ansel Adams

- price
- your contact information (phone or
email)

on display. And like Satore, John’s work
preserves and honours these birds and other
wildlife without reducing them to “pinned
and stuffed” in a museum, as has been the
case in bygone times.

image by Lynda Stevens

Thank you, too, to HCPC members Lynda
Stevens, Judy Hancock Holland, and Wally
Roth for sharing their work. Lynda, “Our
Lady of the Marsh”, shared a series of
wildlife photos, themed “Surprises”. Judy’s
slideshow was a calming dance of black and
white and coloured images of her much
beloved calla lilies. And Wally Roth gave us a
fresh look at slide shows that incorporate
both still images and video, including slowmo, into the overall design. All three
presentations suggested new ideas and
challenges for our own photography.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 1 and
features guest speaker, Sarah Bowman.
“Look and think before opening the shutter. The
heart and mind are the true lens of the camera.”
- Yousef Karsh
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President’s Message ...continued from page 1

meet together to explore a common interest
such as night photography or portraiture.
Some may choose to meet in a member’s
home (or a rotating home), or they may
choose to meet some other place. Our club
has a reserved room in the Hammond Bay
branch of the library two Monday evenings
each month. This is available by requesting it
through the club president.
As you must have gathered by now, there
are lots of ways to get involved in your club.
Now it’s up to you.
Happy shooting and sharing.

Member Profile:
Rena Myles
I began photography in the early 1960’s and
became enthusiastic after being introduced
to the darkroom and seeing an Ansel Adams
Exhibition at UBC. I was in awe of his
beautiful black and white images.
In the late 1960s my partner attended
University of California Berkeley. It was the
time of mass demonstrations, tear gas and
student arrests. A memorable experience was
when one day, camera in hand, I was
confronted by a very angry young man who
asked if I worked for the CIA.

Sip-It Snippets
Our 2019 survey indicated that members
wanted more opportunity to socialize and
get to know one another. With that in
mind, we upgraded our beverage and
food services at our meetings and
reorganized the tables so people can
mingle.
Thank you to Sonja for continuing to
spearhead the committee but she needs
the support of other members.
1. Sign up for our meeting-by-meeting
treats. The list is on the goodie table.
2. Remember to donate ($1.00 - $2.00)
towards expenses. The collection cup is
located in the kitchen window.
3. Looking ahead: We need volunteers for
special events: The Foto Fun Fair, the
Christmas social, and year end banquet.
Let Sonja know if you can help.
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While living in California I had an
opportunity to attend a photography
workshop with Ansel Adams at Yosemite
National Park. I learned about his zone
system and the darkroom techniques used to
obtain a complete range of tonal values. He
published several books about his
techniques so as one can imagine, I barely
scratched the surface. I did learn the
meaning of the term “pre-visualization” and
to this day I check the periphery of each shot
before I click the shutter. Available to
participants of the workshop was a boxed
collection of ten of Adams’ 11x14” black and
white prints for $125.

My favourite
photo of a
Nepalese girl was
taken in Nepal in
1970. She was part
of a migratory yak
herding family
high in the
mountain region
of Mt. Dhaulagiri.
Over the years I have belonged to many
camera clubs, participated in shows and
attended photography workshops. When I
became sensitive to darkroom chemicals
things changed. I found it unaffordable to
have film developed and prints made
commercially so I sold my medium format
camera. In the early days of digital
photography the results seemed less
rewarding and my attention shifted to
studying art.

photography is I am more observant of the
world around me, I meet people who share
my interest but most importantly, it
stimulates my creativity. I am particularly
interested in long exposure B&W
photography, street photography and
working with altered images.

I joined the HCPC three years ago hoping to
learn more about digital post-processing and
re-kindle my interest in B&W. There are
many talented and diverse photographers in
this club and I am especially pleased to find
members most helpful and willing to share
their experience.
The thing that excites me most about
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October Speaker:
Sarah Bowman
The speaker for our October
1st meeting is Sarah Bowman.
Sarah is a fashion, fine art, and
creative photographer
specializing in people and
portraits with a style
consisting of surreal, ethereal
and whimsical imagery. Based
on Vancouver Island, she uses a lot of her
surroundings and most often natural light to
create her unique portraits.
“I first approached photography as an outlet
to encourage others to recognize and
appreciate their own beauty. Years passed as
I became more inspired by ethereal and
fantastical concepts, and I became interested
in more creative interpretations: the soft and
whimsical poise of a fairy; darkness,
dejection, feelings of loss and sorrow. I adore
finding the allure anywhere on the spectrum.
This passion has developed into a desire to
offer a glimpse into the intangible,
preternatural domain. I draw much of my
inspiration from folklore, mythology, or
strong feelings. On occasion, a distinct face
or person provokes an idea. Artistic films or
video games may also arouse an image.”
You can visit Sarah’s website here.

Get ready for
Salon 2020
Deadline for submissions for Salon
2020 is February 15, 2020. Categories
are macro/closeup, landscape,
street, and open. For more
information, see the HCPC website
here.
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Cindy Sherman:
Master of Self Portraits
by Trish Hanna

The Vancouver Art Gallery will be hosting a
retrospective of the photographer and
filmmaker Cindy Sherman’s work from
October 26, 2019 - March 8, 2020. The exhibit
most recently ran in London at the National
Portrait Gallery from June to September this
year.
Sherman is a New York based artist who
works primarily alone in her studio. Born in
1954, she began her career in the late 1970s
and became a collectible artist soon thereafter. By 2011 one of her works, Untitled #96,
created in 1981, sold at auction for USD
$3,890,000. It was, at the time, the most
expensive photograph ever sold.
Described as a conceptual artist, Sherman
has made a career of self portraiture. She
uses make up, costumes, doll parts,
prosthetics, stage sets and any other
accessory that will create the disguise.
Drawing from modern culture, art history
and mass media and often working in series,
she explores gender and identity through a
multitude of characters ranging from young
boys to dowagers, corpses to Hollywood
starlets, fashionistas to clowns, and many
others. From the grotesque to the humorous,
she is always thought provoking.
There are many articles about her online.
You can find current work on her Instagram
feed @cindysherman.
If you are interested in a group outing to see
this exhibit, please contact Rooney at
rooney2u@gmail.com

“…my photographs are a direct line between my
soul and me. As much as an image speaks of the
thing seen, it speaks also of the person who
photographs it.” - Jan Phillips God Is at Eye Level

Upcoming Speakers
Oct. 15: Educational Focus: More on Fine Art
Photography
Jordan Johns is the Exhibit
Technician at the Nanaimo
Museum, a Past President
of Nanaimo Arts Council,
and a special event and
fine art
photographer/digital
artist.
This presentation will look at the broader
view of “art” and focus on photography as a
medium to create
art. The presentation
will not be limited
to looking at a
singular style or
method. Topics will
include how to use
light to shape your
subject, digital manipulation, and drawing
inspiration for creating. Examples will be
included for these. If time allows, photos as a
starting point in the art process will be
covered too.
Nov. 5: TJ Watt is an award-winning nature
and conservation photographer from
Victoria, BC.
Combining his passion for rainforest
conservation with professional photography,
TJ sheds light on BC’s endangered oldgrowth forests in an effort to help see them
saved. www.tjwatt.com
Nov. 19: Taylor Roades is a
full-time photographer
based between Victoria and
Vancouver. Photography has
taken her across Asia and
South America. In her
words, she’s lugged too

much gear through the Canadian Rockies to
the Scottish highlands, Patagonia, and the
sub arctic and has fired the shutter
thousands and thousands of times. Travel is
what sparked Taylor’s interest in
photography. However, it’s telling the stories
of people, the planet, adventure, and culture
that keeps her going.
Taylor has worked on a variety of editorial,
commercial and reportage style assignments
with companies and organizations that share
a vision for sustainability and an
appreciation for story. Visit her website.
Dec. 3: Mike McGrath will be doing a unique
presentation. More yummy information to
nourish your curiosity, closer to the date.

Salon 2019 winners
Black and White:
1st: On the Wings of a Dove by Judy Hancock
Holland
2nd: Leading Lines by Rena Myles
3rd: Vasco de Gama by Don Frood
HM: Urban Bike Race by Maggie Tilley
Nature:
1st: Common Loon on Maple Lake by Bruce
Moffat
2nd: Autumn Forest by Kate Ampersand
3rd: Food Fight by Evan Guengerich
HM: Our Island Tree by Craig Letourneau
continued on page 10...
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Share your images on the HCPC Facebook page!
by Judy Hancock Holland

We’d love to see your photos on the HCPC
member page on Facebook. If you’re already
on Facebook, just search for “HCPC Harbour City Photography Club Group” and
click “join”. Then post away.
If you’re not on Facebook and are concerned
about privacy, here are a few tips:
• Use your browser to go to the Facebook
page, rather than using the Facebook app.
This is a much more secure and private
way to use Facebook.
• Lock down your privacy settings by
going to the “Settings” and limiting
access to your “friends”.

Punographs
by Don Clark

What is it? (Answer in the next issue.)

• Accept “friend requests” only from
people you know in person and trust.
• Don’t post images and messages from
travel until you’re back home. Thieves
love to know when your home is
unoccupied.
• When you post something, choose the
option to share with “friends” rather than
“public”, unless you want to share it with
the whole world. And be aware that once
you change one post to public, the next
one will also be public unless you change
it back to just friends.
We look forward to seeing your work!

CAPA Corner
HCPC Challenges,
Showcases & Awards
Members are encouraged to submit
images for the club showcases and
competitions. Upcoming themes and
deadlines are:
October 27 -- President’s Challenge #1:
“The Impending Fall”. Will be shown
Nov. 5. More info at the link below.

October 8 -- Lines & Curves. Two
categories: colour & monochrome.
October 23 -- Nature & Wildlife.

November 5 -- Print Challenge #1: Open
& Wildlife/Nature categories

October 24 -- Lions Gate Celebration of
Nature. 3 categories: Birds, Mammals,
General Nature

November 13 -- Digital Challenge #2:
Fine Art & Open categories

November 8 -- Fine Art.

December 12 -- Holiday Greeting
Showcase
February 4, 2020 -- Print Challenge #2:
Open & Abstract/Altered
Reality/Creative categories

November 23 -- Open Theme. Five
categories: Close-up, Persons, Natural
Landscape, Urban Landscape &
Architecture, Animals/Birds

February 12, 2020 -- Valentines Showcase

January 23, 2020 -- Creative. Three
categories: Abstract, Altered Reality,
Creative

March 11, 2020 -- Digital Challenge #3:
Open & Reflections

February 8, 2020 -- Series of 4 Photos,
open theme.

May 5, 2020 -- Print Challenge #3: Lines
& Curves, and Open categories

February 21, 2020 -- Monochrome in 5
themes: Human Individuals/Groups,
Landscape/Cityscape/Seascape,
Architecture

June 9, 2020 -- Year End Showcase
“Three Right Answers”
June 11, 2020 -- Roy Quesnel Award for
black and white portrait

March 6, 2020 -- Audiovisual
Presentation

June 11, 2020 -- Jan Blackbourn Award
for Abstract

March 23, 2020 -- Canada, My Country.
13 themes, one for each province &
territory.

June 11, 2020 -- Nigel Fletcher Award for
Humour
For more much information, including
guidelines & tips, click here.
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Members are encouraged to submit
images for the CAPA competitions we
enter as a club. Upcoming themes and
deadlines submission to HCPC are:

TBD -- North Shore Photographic
Society challenge.
For more information, click the links
above or here for how to submit images.
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Salon 2019 winners ... continued from page 7

Digital Art:
1st: Transcendence by Rena Myles
2nd: Tulip No. 5 by Judy Hancock Holland
3rd: Mirrored March by Jack Harynuk
HM: Fragmented by Irene Peinhopf
Open

image by Bruce Moffat

1st: Solitude by Sue Nurmi
2nd: Wild Dance by Leah Gray
3rd: Mexican Fiesta by John Young
HM: Puno Dog, Peru 2018 by Michele Hillier
Peoples Choice:
1st: Our Island Tree by Craig Letourneau
2nd: Rocky Shore by Kate Ampersand
image by Rena Myles

image by Sue Nurmi

image by Judy Hancock Holland

image by Craig Letourneau
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