HCPC In Focus
Newsletter of the Harbour City Photography Club

December, 2019

President’s message
by Bill Saffin

Well here we are, with our second edition of
our newsletter. I certainly enjoyed reading
the first edition, and I hope that you all did
also. Congratulations and thanks to the
hard-working members who put everything
together.

go out on a shoot and use full AUTO – yes,
let your camera make all the decisions about
ISO, shutter speed, and aperture. Concentrate on the composition of your photo.
When you get the photos onto your computer, go through them carefully, analyzing
things like depth of field, motion blur, noise,
and so on. When an image isn’t just what
you would like, look at the EXIF data (ISO,
shutter speed, and aperture) and predict
how the image would change if you changed
those settings. The next time you are out,
you will be better prepared to shoot with
more control, to make the images that you
envision.

Our Foto Fun Fair was a great success,
though attendance was a bit lower than last
year. We are planning for next year’s event,
and I encourage every one of you to consider
becoming involved. We need to get some
new presenters, and those who have presented in the past will tell you that doing a presentation at an event like this is very worthwhile. You never learn a subject so well as
when you have to teach it to someone else. If
you have an idea for a topic you would like
to see presented, or that you would like to
present, please tell a member of the
executive.

continued on page 3...
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We are also planning our December seasonal
social meeting, which will be held on Dec 17.
Tianna will need help getting everything set
up, and we are asking everyone who attends
to bring finger food snacks, either sweet or
savoury. Watch your email inbox for more
details as the date draws closer.
Lillian Sly has taken on the position of
Outings Chair, so watch for notices from her.
If you have suggestions for outings, please
let her know.
If you are looking for something a bit
different that might help you with getting
the look you want in your images, try this:
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Looking ahead... December to February programs
by Rooney Dumler

Tuesday, Dec. 3rd – Tim McGrath

for the Chamber, some non-profits, small
businesses and sports teams.

Tim arrived in Nanaimo in 2007 - a result of
a broken heart. Photography took on a new
importance. With newfound love and a new
camera, life has changed.

Tuesday, January 7th – All Call for
Presentations on :
1. Abstract – images isolate a small area of
an object and create a new image that can be
difficult to identify but that has a character
all of its own. The results are not intended to
be anything specific.

Tim is now operating two photography
studios which are very different. One is a
business, the result of business and marketing plans. ITS-Food.ca is a professional food
and beverage photography business for
restaurants, food distributors, breweries,
distilleries, cideries cookbooks, and
magazines. It is a very niche focused
business which makes it easier to market.
The other studio, ITS-Photography.ca, was
born out of the love of nature. This is more of
an organic growth studio. Living here on the
west coast, landscape & nature photography
is a given. This is where Tim’s event and
portrait photography live. He does shoots

2. Altered Reality – using real-world
environment and elements to create a
realistic or unrealistic fictional image. Ideally,
the intention is to create an images that
conveys a message or tells a story.
3. Creative – conveys a mood, a feeling, a
beautiful arrangement of elements; they
could be expressive and can be aesthetically
pleasing or promotes an emotional response
to shapes, lines and colours. Image should
go beyond a pictorial rendering of a scene.

Coming Events

We are asking interested members to share a
presentation on any or all of the three above
topics in preparation for the next Print
Challenge in February and upcoming events
in CAPA. Contact John Young or Rooney
Dumler if you are interested in sharing. (up
to a 20 minute presentation)

June 1-12, 2020 -- Photo Salon 2020 at the
View Gallery, VIU

Your HCPC in Focus newsletter team:

For some good reasons to do this, see this
link.

Don Clark
Rooney Dumler
Judy Hancock Holland
Sue Nurmi
Allan Webner

Tuesday, January 21 - Lillian Sly
My photography interests are all rooted in
the last century, and the one before. I shoot
film and develop and print in my darkroom.
My cameras range from pinhole, through
35mm to an old 8x10 view camera. Besides
the familiar silver gelatin printing process, I

Volunteers are needed to write articles
and contribute in other ways. Please
contact newsletter@hcpclub.ca if you
can help or to submit suggestions.

continued on page 6
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Presendent’s Message - continued from page 1

Member profile:
Allan Webner

I’m sure that many of you have tips, like the
one above, that would be great to share. I
will be happy to include ideas that you send
me in future editions of the newsletter.

What was your first
camera?

A Minolta SR-T 101,
which I still own.

Until then, keep shooting and sharing.

Photo credit: Smial

What you like about the photography club?

“The camera is an instrument that teaches people
how to see without a camera.” - Dorothea Lange

I enjoy learning from, and being inspired by,
the guest presenters, socializing with fellow
photographers, viewing others’ work, and
receiving supportive, constructive feedback
on my work.

Buy / Sell / Swap

What is your favourite photograph right now?

The purpose of this column is to enable
HCPC members to advertise cameras
and related photography gear. Please
send the following details to
newsletter@hcpclub.ca:

A nice shot I recently got of local musician
David Essig while he was performing at a
house concert on Protection Island. It was
shot in colour (RAW) and converted to B&W
in Lightroom.

- whether this item is For Sale, To Swap,
Free to a Good Home, or Wanted
- what, specifically, the item is
- price
- your contact information (phone or
email)
For sale or swap: I switched to a Sony
system and have one modern Canon EFS
lens remaining: the 60mm/2.8
macro. Ideally, I'd like to sell it (current
retail is around $535, so I'm listing for
$260). I would consider a trade for a
modern Sony lens. Members can contact
me at kneisz.lee@gmail.com or
250.739.2536.

The “photo that got away”. What is the
photograph that you most regret missing?
I had a too brief encounter with a lone
timber wolf one winter while working in
Northern Alberta. It suddenly appeared on
the road in front of my truck. Unfortunately
my camera was not in the cab of the truck
and there was no opportunity to dig it out.

Free: For Canon: "Vivitar Automatic
Teleconverter 2X -4 FL-FD". With case.
Email Wally Roth at
walikaroth@gmail.com

continued on page 4
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Member Profile ...continued from page 3

overlook excites me, noticing things, or ways
of looking at things, that most people either
take for granted or flat out don’t notice.

What is your weirdest photo experience?
I almost stepped off a cliff once while
shooting alone in the foothills south of
Calgary. I was trying to isolate some vivid
yellow fall foliage against the intense blue
sky that you can get on the prairies at that
time of year. I was walking around the base
of a tree while looking through the
viewfinder. At one point I lowered my
camera and happened to glance behind me. I
was only 2 or 3 feet from the edge of a sheer
100 foot drop to the Elbow River below.

Black and white or colour and why?
Both!
I like to shoot black and white for some
portraiture, including artistic nudes, or
subjects where texture is the main point of
interest in the image.

What excites you most about photography?
Capturing images of things that most people

Sip-it snippets
Our 2019 survey indicated that members
wanted more opportunity to socialize. With
that in mind, we upgraded our beverage and
food services at our meetings and
reorganized the tables so people can mingle.

There is a quote from Canadian
photojournalist Ted Grant which I like:
“When you photograph people in color, you
photograph their clothes. But when you
photograph people in Black and white, you
photograph their souls!”

Thank you to Tianna Smith for volunteering
to take over the responsibilities of the Social
Chair. She needs the support of other
members.

I like to shoot colour where colour is the
main point of interest in the image, e.g.
landscapes, nature or wildflowers.

1. Sign up for our meeting-by-meeting
treats. The list is on the goodie table.
2. Remember to donate ($1.00 - $2.00)
towards expenses. The collection cup is
located in the kitchen window.

Tell us a story about
your photographic life.

3. Looking ahead: We need volunteers for
special events: the holiday social and year
end banquet. Let Tianna know if you can
help.

My step-father got
me interested in
photography. He
was a freelance press
photographer in his
spare time, shooting
predominantly in
black & white,
primarily using a
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continued on page 8...

Make your own bokeh
by Wally Roth

In spite of my attempt to make the title
sound like “Make Your Own Bouquet”, it’s
not pronounced the same way. It’s
pronounced, boh’ ka. The word, “bokeh” is a
Japanese word that has been translated to
mean, “the visual quality of the out-of-focus
areas of a photographic image, especially as
rendered by a particular lens.”

The same light shining through the trees, in
this case, offers an opportunity to get
creative with these bright spots. I was able to
“convert” the bright spots into stars.

“A good bokeh pleases our eyes and our
perception of the image and therefore, the
background blur should appear soft and
“creamy”, with smooth round circles of light
and no hard edges.” (source) One could get
very picky about what makes a good bokeh
but for the purposes of this article I’m
content with the general quality and appeal
of the out-of-focus background. The first
photo on the left is one that shows the circle
of the lens in the light spots behind the
flower. The same flower and lighting in the
one on the right shows the light spots as soft
and creamy without showing the distinct
“lens circles”. For this to work, the background needs to be far enough behind it for
the subject to be out of focus.

How did I do this? This is where a little bit of
“craftiness” comes into play. Here’s what
I’ve made that works for me and my lens.

You may be happy with the results and leave
it at that, knowing that the bokeh is most
acceptable.
Construction paper of a dark colour is all
that’s needed. I cut the paper to fit snugly
inside the UV filter (preferable to placing it
directly on the lens). Notice the tab that
allows me to pull it out easily. You can make
any design you like. I like the heart and the
star. The photo shows the relative size of the
cut-out. It’s weird but it works—provided
the subject is in focus, the background is far
enough behind to be blurry, and the light
“spots” are small and bright.

However, if you’re like me, after you’ve
taken hundreds of photos with decent
bokeh, it’s time to change things up a bit.
Here’s the same kinds of flowers and
lighting conditions, but with a difference.

The holiday season is fast approaching
which is an especially opportune time to be
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trying this with all the colourful lighting
around such as the multi-coloured Christmas
tree lights. And, here’s one more idea to get
you started. The one on the left is without
the star insert, the other with. Let your
imagination go wild!
If you have any questions, or require clarification, refer to the article linked in the text,
or email me at walikaroth@gmail.com.

More than lipstick
by Rooney Dumler

In the day, the
masters created
their work with
canvas, wood or
plaster and
pigments
suspended in oil
or egg yolk.
Today, photography and
technology have
combined to give
artists a whole
new toolkit to
create their artistic vision. Our guest speaker
on October 1, Sarah Bowman, clearly
demonstrated this contemporary approach
to the fine arts.

Images of tombstones, tricksters, and vampires were part of Jordan Johns’ presentation
on October 15th and inspired by his keen
interest in the cinematography of old 30’s,
40’s and 50’s horror movies. His message
emphasized the need for photographers to
find something that inspires them as the first
step to the creative process. Like Sarah
Bowman, he encouraged photographers to
identify and follow his/her interests and
passions to create fine art photography.
But unlike Sarah, his subjects may eat the
lipstick.

“You don't make a photograph just with a
camera. You bring to the act of photography all
the pictures you have seen, the books you have
read, the music you have heard, the people you
have loved.” - Ansel Adams

Motivated by her goal to “make people feel
good about themselves”, and in a style that
she describes as “surreal, ethereal, and
whimsical”, Sarah is a fashion fine art
photographer. She is a master of the composite, using the magic of post-processing to
combine elements of fashion with her
imagination to create powerful images.
Sarah’s informative and inspiring presentation -- a combination of music, still images,
video, and narrative -- clearly demonstrated
that fashion fine art photography is far more
than just a camera and lipstick.

Looking Ahead - continued from page 2

do lith, cyanotype, platinum/palladium, and
gum bichromate.
A decade ago I dropped out of HCPC. Now,
after some ‘interesting’ years, I’m back. I’d
be happy to lead a SIG for anyone interested
in film or other historic processes..
Tuesday, February 4th – Presentation on
Sports Photography (details TBA)
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Upcoming outing to Cindy Sherman exhibit
Date: Monday, January 6th

a “group booking” will be arranged at a
reduced admission. ($21.00). The group
booking will also allow us to “jump the
queue”.

Participants will take the 8:25 ferry from
Departure Bay and travel, via the Blue Bus,
to the Vancouver Art Gallery where we will
view the Cindy Sherman Exhibit. We will
return on the 6:35 ferry.

The plan is to make the day a photo outing.
We will visit the Christ Church Cathedral
and other sites and practice our street
photography, perhaps. People may wish to
go off and “do their own thing”.

Cindy Sherman is an American artist whose
work consists exclusively of photographic
self-portraits depicting herself in many
different contexts and as various imagined
characters.

Ferry
Bus
Gallery
Admission

For more about her exhibit, visit the
Vancouver Art Gallery web site.

Christ Church

A bonus is that there is an Emily Carr
exhibit, as well, at that time. “Rapture,
Rhythm and the tree of Life: Emily Carr and
her female contemporaries.”

Seniors 65+
Free on
Mondays
$2.00 x 2
Free on first
Monday of the
month
free

Young Folks
$17.20 x 2 =
$34.40
$2.00 x 2
$24.00

$4.00

$62.40

free

To date, four people have expressed an
interest. The number of people may be
limited to 10-12 so if interested, please let
Rooney or Lillian know.

The first Monday of the month is “free day
for seniors”. Otherwise, regular admission is
about $24.00. If there are 10-12 participants,

Picture this painting: photographers partnered with artists
by Jordan Johns, Exhibit Technician, Nanaimo Museum

It’s getting close to planning time again
for Picture this Painting 2020 Heritage Art
Show at the Nanaimo Museum. This is an
opportunity to share your interest and skills
in photography.

teams. The information session will be useful
for understanding the parameters of the
project (the concept this time around is very
specific) and a chance to game plan
creatively with your partner for choosing
your location/subject. Thank you for your
interest in this show.

I am inviting you to come to the information
session, February 11, 2020, 6 pm at the
museum. If you already have a partner for
the show I encourage you to reach out to
them and if you don’t, we can pair you up
with someone at the information session.

“Photographers tend not to photograph what
they can’t see, which is the very reason one
should try to attempt it. Otherwise we’re going
to go on forever just photographing more faces
and more rooms and more places. Photography
has to transcend description. It has to go beyond
description to bring insight into the subject, or
reveal the subject, not as it looks, but how does it
feel?” ― Duane Michals

If you do have a partner, though, please let
me know so I can put together a list of
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Two new faces on the HCPC executive
Lillian Sly: Outings
Chair

Tianna Smith:
Social Chair

My photography
interests are all rooted
in the last century, and
the one before. I shoot
film, and develop and
print in my darkroom.
My cameras range from
pinhole, through 35mm
to an old 8x10 view camera. Besides the
familiar silver gelatin printing process, I do
lith, cyanotype, platinum/palladium, and
gum bichromate.

I joined the club
about 8 months
ago so I could
learn more about
photography and
to meet people
with the same interests.

A decade ago I dropped out of HCPC. Now,
after some ‘interesting’ years, I’m back. I’d
be happy to lead a SIG for anyone interested
in film or other historic processes.

Recently I took on the position of social chair
and would like any input regarding the
upcoming "Holiday Social". Since I haven't
been to one, I do not know what the expectations are. Please feel free to make any
suggestions. Offers to help will be greatly
appreciated. My email is tiannasmith1963@
gmail.com and my phone number is 250616-7232.

I got my first "real" camera about 6 years ago
and really enjoy wildlife/outdoor
photography. I also love taking lots of pics
of my grandkids!

I’m now the outings chair but I’ll need some
help getting off the ground with that. If you
have any suggestions, please get in
touch: lsly@shaw.ca

Get ready for Salon 2020
Deadline for submissions for Salon 2020 is February 15, 2020. Categories are
macro/closeup, landscape, street, and open. For more information, see the HCPC
website here.

Member Profile - continued from page 4

Courtney Milne (1943 – 2010). They
brought a portable slide processing
setup so we would go shooting one day
and then have a slide show the next
night, where our slides were critiqued
by Courtney and fellow attendees. Talk
about having to get it right in camera!

twin-lens Mamiyaflex, and doing his own
developing and printing in a tiny room off
the back of the kitchen.
Another milestone was in 1969, when I
attended a week-long slide photography
workshop led by nature photographer

8

Punographs
by Don Clark

What is it? (Answer in the next issue.) Last issue: Assault and battery

Foto Fun Fair images
by Ken Meisner
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In praise of snapshots
by Judy Hancock Holland

Snapshots. Ugh.
The word makes
us cringe. When I
Googled the
definition,
Miriam-Webster
defined a snapshot
as “a casual
photograph made
typically by an
amateur with a
small handheld
camera”. Dictionary.com says “an informal
photograph, especially one taken quickly
by a handheld camera.”

can preserve those special moments with
snapshots. And that matters!
Don’t get me wrong… I’m not advocating
ditching all our knowledge, technique, and
experience in favour of just shooting away
any old way. I’ll still think about
composition, focus, exposure, etc. How
could I not? But I need to set aside my usual
meticulous ways and be a bit more
spontaneous. A lighter, more carefree
approach. I might even shoot on Auto!

Like most serious photographers, I’m
always working to make my images better
— sharper, better composed, better lit, with
a unique impact that touches the heart and
soul. I’m proud of the work that I put into
my images and hope my passion for
excellence never dies.
I know very well that the photos in this
article are not going to impress anyone. It’s
a little scary to put such “poor work” out
there into a readership of photographers.
(Trust me… I do much better work as well!)

As I write this, I’m on an extended trip to
Nova Scotia. I’m certainly hoping to make
some wonderful images while I’m away, of a
quality that I can enter in competitions and

I’ve been working hard lately on mastering
light, creating high key and low key
images, and constantly improving my
composition. I’m quite exacting about it.
Teaching and coaching about these things
and being in a regular critiquing SIG have
helped solidify my own learning. However,
I’ve also been reminding myself lately to
take more snapshots.
When a birthday comes around, or a family
gathering, those are precious memories in
the making. We may not have the optimal
conditions for creating artistic shots, but we
10

sell on canvas. If I don’t wimp out from the
cold and wind, and the stars line up just
right, I just might be able to get some
magical shots. But I sure don’t want to
become so caught up in photography that I
miss out on taking mindful moments to just
experience things together with my beloved.
Quick snapshots will help me preserve the
precious memories we’ll be creating.

years. And I took some snapshots during his
final journey to preserve those painful yet
precious times as well.
Changing My Ways
So folks, I don’t know about you, but I’m
going to be more mindful about taking more
snapshots. Yes, it’s a thrill to win competitions, sell canvasses, teach workshops, and
have one of my images chosen for a national
magazine. But I want to keep things in
perspective. When I’m lying on my deathbed, those are not the things I’ll be holding
in my heart. I’ll want my snapshots, my
memory shots, I’m sure.

Where the Rubber Hits the Road
I was widowed twelve years ago. When my
then husband, John, was suddenly admitted
to hospital with inoperable, terminal cancer,
I was devastated. I wanted to do everything
I possibly could to ease his passage. So what
did I do? I zipped home and whipped
through photos to choose some to put up on
the hospital room wall where he could see
them.

So whether Merriam-Webster approves or
not, with their “a casual photograph made
typically by an amateur with a small
handheld camera”, this gal intends to get a
bit more casual in certain situations.
Does that make me a less serious
photographer? I don’t think so. It’s in my
nature to strive for excellence. I don’t see
that changing.
I’ve already let my new(ish) husband know
that when I die, I want him to have canvas
prints of my very best work ready to give
away to everyone who comes to my
celebration of life. I want that beauty and all
my hard work to live on. Of course I do. I’ll
never stop trying to make better and better
images. I’m just reminding myself to not
miss the snapshots along the way. The image
quality may not be golden, but the memories
are.

How many “fine art” images do you think
made the cull? That’s right… not one. The
photos that enriched his last days on Earth
were, for the most part, snapshots… the two
of us in a candid moment on our wedding
day, vacation snaps of funny signs,
memorable picnic lunches, and him sitting
on the step with our Great Pyrenees puppy.
A couple of dozen snapshots to remind him
of all the joy we shared over twenty-three
11

CAPA Corner
HCPC Challenges,
Showcases & Awards

Members are encouraged to submit
images for the CAPA competitions we
enter as a club. Upcoming themes and
deadlines submission to HCPC are:

Members are encouraged to submit
images for the club showcases and
competitions. Upcoming themes and
deadlines are:

January 23, 2020 -- Creative. Three
categories: Abstract, Altered Reality,
Creative

December 12 -- Holiday Greeting
Showcase

February 8, 2020 -- Series of 4 Photos,
open theme.

February 4, 2020 -- Print Challenge #2: 3
images: Abstract/Altered
Reality/Creative

February 21, 2020 -- Monochrome in 5
themes: Human Individuals/Groups,
Landscape/Cityscape/Seascape,
Architecture

February 12, 2020 -- Valentines Showcase

March 6, 2020 -- Audiovisual
Presentation

March 11, 2020 -- Digital Challenge #3:
Reflections

March 23, 2020 -- Canada, My Country.
13 themes, one for each province &
territory.

April 21, 2020 -- Print Challenge #3:
Lines & Curves

TBD -- North Shore Photographic
Society challenge.

April 30 & May 5 -- Digital + Print
Challenge: 1 digital image + 1 print.
Open category. Digital images due April
30; prints due May 5.

For more information, click the links
above or here for how to submit images.

June 9, 2020 -- Year End Showcase
“Three Right Answers”

“When I was in school, I wanted to be W. Eugene
Smith. He was a legendary staffer at Life, a
consummate photojournalist, and an architect of
the photo essay. He was also kinda crazy.

June 11, 2020 -- Roy Quesnel Award for
black and white portrait
June 11, 2020 -- Jan Blackbourn Award
for Abstract

That was obvious when he came to lecture at
Syracuse University and put a glass of milk and
a glass of vodka on the lectern. Both were gone at
the end of the talk. He was taking questions and
I was in the front row, hanging on every word.

June 11, 2020 -- Nigel Fletcher Award for
Humour

Mr. Smith, is the only good light available light?”
came the question.

For more much information, including
guidelines & tips, click here.

He leaned into the microphone. “Yes,” he
baritoned, and paused. A shudder ran through
all of us. That was it! No more flash! God’s light
or nothing! But then he leaned back into the mic,
“By that, I mean, any &*%%@$ light that’s
available.”

“Good seeing doesn’t ensure good photographs,
but good photographic expression is impossible
without it. The art of seeing is the art of
photography.” - Freeman Patterson

Point taken.”
― Joe McNally, The Moment It Clicks: Photography
Secrets from One of the World's Top Shooters
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